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The Richneſs and Glory of the Grace and Spirit of the 
| Goſpel, as ſet forth in Scripture by this Term, 
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Courteous Reader, 


* _ 


HAVE now preſented thee with FEI 

thing of a diſcourſe of the Water of Life 
and its virtues, therefore thou mayeſt, if 
thou wilt, call this book, Bunyan's Bill of 
his Maſter's Water of Life. True, I have 


not ſet forth at large the excellent flature 
and quality thereof, nor can that 8 O be 


done by the pen or tongue of men or angels. 
Tet this I have ſaid, and fo. faying, ſaid tru- 


ly, that whoſoever ſhall drink of this water, 
hall find it in him a well of water, and not 
only ſo, but a well ſpringing up in him to 


everlaſting life, let his diſeaſe be what it will 


* 
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And: as men in their bills, for conviction to 


readers, do give an account to the country, : 
of the perſons cured, and the diſeaſes that 


have been removed by liquors and prepara- 


tions that have been made for that end, ſo 
could I, were it not already done by an in- 


fallible pen to my band, give you accounts 
of numberleſs numbers that have not only 
been made to live, but to live, for ever, by 


drinking of this water, this pure water of 
life. Many of them indeed are removed 


from hence, and live where they, cannot be 
ſpoken with as yet, but abundance of them 
do ſtill remain here, and have * abode 
yet with men. 


Only, if thou wouldit drink it, drink = 

| by itſelf, and that thau mayeſt not be decer- 
ved by that which. is counterfeit, know it is 
as it comes from the hand of our Lord, with» 25 


out mixture, pure and. clear as cryſtal. 1 
know there are many mountebanks in the 


World, and every of them pretend they have 


this water to ſell. But my advice is, that 
_ go directly to the throne thyſelf, Heb. 
v. 18. or as thou art bidden, come to the 


es Ia. Iv. 1. and there thou ſhalt be 


ſure to have that which is right and good, 
and that which will certainly make thee well, 
let thy dilcale, or . or . or mala- 
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ſoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely, Rev. xxii. 17. ſo that thou haſt no 


ground to keep back becauſe of thy poverty: 
nay, for the Poor it is prepared, and ſet open, 
to the poor it is offered, the poor and needy 
ay have it free of coſt, Iſa. xli. 17, 1. 
But let it not be ſlighted becauſe it is of- 5 


fered to thee upon terms ſo. full, ſo free. For 


thou art ſick, and fick unto death, if thou 
drinkeſt not of it, nor is there any other than 


this that can heal thee, and make thee well. 


3 The Lord de 85 ee :. 
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80 prays 5 thy Friend, | 
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dy, be niet it will. For the price, care 
not for that, tis cheap enough, this is to be 

had without money or price. E will give, 

faith God and the Lamb, to him that is a- 
thirſt of the fountain of the water of life: 
freely, Rev. ii. 6. Hence he ſays ag ain, who- 
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Rer. xxii. 1. ; £7: 

$9” hs *. me a pure river of water of life 2 

clear as cryſtal, proceeding out of the throne _ 
EY God, and EY 0 5 Lamb. PF 
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2 H ES! E words ure pat of that FR 
© ſcription that in verſe 9. one of 
5 the ſeven angels, which had the 

s ſeven vials full of the ſeven laſt - 6 
plagues, gave unto John of the new Jeruſa- — 
lem, or of the ſtate of that goſpel church 
That” ſhall de ia the later days. Where 


fore 
% 5 
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fore he faith, and he thewed me; '$ HE, the 
angel, ſhe wed miei 


la the text we have . things to. con · . 


ſider of, — 


1. The 3 the ſubject matter of ee 
text, and that is, the water of life. * He - 


3 


.- ſhewed me the water of life.“ 


Il. We have alſo here the quantity of this 
Water ſhewed to him, and that is, under the 
notion of a river, he ſhewed rhe a river of 


water _— ; 
. He ſhews him alſo the head” or welb 


cen from hence this river of water E 
life proceeds, and that is, the throne of 
- God, and of the Lamb.“ He ſhewed me a 


river of water of life, proceeding out of the 
throne of- God, and of-the Lamb. 


IV. We have alſo here the nature and qua⸗ . 
"Up of this water, tis pure, tis clear as cry 
ſtal. And he ſhewed me a pure river of 
3 witer of life, clear as cryſtal, proceeding out 


of the throne of God, and of the Lamb.“ 


| We will begin with the firſt of theſe, VIZ. 
4 with the matter, the ſubject matter of the 


text, which i is, „the water of life.“ Theſe 


Z words, (water of life) are metaphorical, Of 


words by which a thing moſt excellent is 
preſented to, and ampliſied before our faces 2 
and. that © Us i is the FI of Brace, the ſpi⸗ 


* 


rit 


Tur Warks or 1 1. 


ble than life? Therefore, I ſay it is compar 


red to, or called, the water of life. e 
| ſhewed me the water of life. 

That it is the ſpirit of grace, or or the ſpirit 
and grace of God, 4 is here intended. | 
. - 


1 
nt and! grace of God. And the words, Wis. 

ter of life, ate words moſt apt to preſent it 
to us by; for What's more free than water, 
and what more beneficial, and more deſira- 


1 


Firſt, the ſpirit of grace is in other places 


con gared to water: and. 5 
Sccondly, it is alto called the ſpirit of life. 42 
: JuR as here it is preſented” unto us, he new. - 
ed me the water of life. ob 
© 10 The ſpirit of grace is compared to wa- 
ter Whoſoever, faith the Lamb, diinketh 
- of the water that I fall give him, ſhall never 
thirſt. But the water that | ſhall give him, ſhall 5 
be in him a well of water ſprid ging up to e- 


verlaſling life,” John 1 iv. 13. What can here : | ; 
by water be intended, but the ſpirit of grace, 
that this/poor barlot, the woman of Samaria, 5 


alſo of the excellency thereof ? which water al- 


ſo is here ſaid to be ſuch as wil ſpring up in 7 
them that have it, as a well into everlaſting life. 
Again, in the laſt day, that great 2 '-' 
the tea alt, - Jefus Rood and cried: ſaying, © '; 


AYE. TO any 


* wanted, altho ſhe was ignorant of her want, as 


12 Tur WATER or LI... 
any man come unto me and drink,” John vil. 
37, 38, 39. But of what? why, of his ri- 
vers of living waters. But what are they? 
why, he anſwers, * this he ſpake of the ſpi · 
rit, which they that believe in him ſhould 
receive. 

Yea, the prophets and irate of God in 
the old teſtament, did take this water of life 


for the ſpirit of grace that ſhould in the lat- 


ter days be poured out into the church. 
Hence Iſaiah calls water God's ſpirit, and 
dleſſing, and Zechariab, the ſpirit of grace. 
II Will pour water upon him that is thirſiy, 
and floods upon the dry ground. I will 


pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing 
upon thy offspring, Iſa. xliv. 3. And Ze- 

chariah faith, I will pour upon the houſe of 
David, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
the ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, and they 


ſhall mourn, &c.“ Zech. xii. 10. Behold, in 
all theſe places the ſpirit of grace is intended, 
and for our better underſtanding, it is com- 
pared to water, to a well bf water, to ſprings 
of water, and to floods of water. 

2. It is alſo called the ſpirit of life. 

1. More cloſ: ly. 5 

2. More openly. | 

Pirſt, more Aach where it! E called L 1 
"8; ng Water, that living. water, and water 
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Garbe up to everlaſting like, John i iv; FL E | 


IT,—i(4' chap. vn. 30 
Secondly, then more openly or exprelly, it 


is called the ſpirit of life. And aft three 


days and half, the ſpirit of life from God 
entered into them, and they ſtood n their 
feet,” Rev. xi. 11. 


* 


From hence therefore 1 conclude, that by 


: theſe terms, water of life, is meant the ioirit 
of price, or the ſpirit and grace of the goſpel. 

And the terms are ſuch as are moſt apt to 
ſer forth the m_ and grace of the goſpel 1 


by. For, 


Firſt, by this term WATER, an oppo! ition © 
to ſin is preſented unto us. Sin is compr 1 
red to water, to deadly waters, and man is 


ſaid to drink it, as one that drinketh waters. 


6 How much more abominable and filthy is 
man, Who drinketh iniquity like water?“ 


John xv. 16. ſo then that grace and the ſpi- 


Tit of grace is compared to water, it is to ſhew _. 
what an”atidote grace is againſt ſin ; it is, 
as I may call it, counter-poiſoa to it. It is 
that only thing by the virtue of which ſia 
can be forgiven, vanquiſhed and overcome. 
Secondiy, by this term WATER, you have 
an oppoſition alſo to the curſe that is due to 
fn, preſented unto you. The curſe is com- 


1 to water, the remedy i is compared to wa- 


B 3 r. 
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14 Tut WATEAOT LITE. 
ter. Let the curſe come into the bowels of 
the damned, faith the Pſalmiſt, like water, 
| Pfal. cix. 18. The grace: of God alſo, as you 
ſee, is compared to water. The curſe is burn- 
ing, water is cooling; the curſe doth burn 
With hell fire, cooling is by the grace of the 
| holy goſpel ; but they that over ſtand the day 
ol grace, ſhall not obtain to cool their tongues 
| ſo much of this water as will hang on the : ip- 3 
3 one's finger. 5 ; j 
Ihirdly, water is alſo of a ſpreading. naturs; 
Z and ſoisſin; Luke xvi. 24, 25. wherefore ſin 
mays for this, alſo be compared to water. It 
over ſpreads the whole man, and infects every {|} 
member; it covereth all as doth, water. Grace: 44 
for this cauſe may be alſo compared to water, 
for that it is of a ſpreading nature, and can, if 
"God will, cover the face. of the Whole earth p 
8 ol body and ſoull. n 
18 " Fourthly, fin is of a, faking; defiling nature, 9 
and grace is of a waſhing, cleanſing nature: 
therefore grace and the ſpirit of grace is com- 
pared to water. Ezek. xxxvi. 25. I will, 
| lays. God, ſprinkle clean water upon you (my 
_— ' ſpirit, ver. 27.) and ye ſhall be clean, and from, 
| 411 3 our, filthineſs, and from * Leut idols 
- will l, cleanſe you. TY. 2 
Fifthly, water: "this ala of water, na- 


= corally deſcends to, and abides in "Tome Plagen 
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in valleys and places which, are undermoſt: 
„I and the grace of God; and the ſpirit of grace, 55 
I is of that nature alſo; the hills and lofty 
mountains, have not the rivers running over - 
the tops of them: no, tho? they may run a- 
„ mong them, Prov. iii. 34. Jam, iv, 6. but 
„they run among the vaflies: and God reſiſt- 
eth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble, = 
3 £0 the lowly,” 4 Pet. v. 5. | 
Sisthly, the grace of God is | compared? to 
| water, for it is it which cauſeth Frairfulneſs, - 55 
Want of water is the cauſe: of barrenneſs, and 
this is the reaſon why the whole world is ſo 
empty of, fiuit to God - wird, even becauſe ſo 
few of the children of men bave the ſpirit of 
1 e their hearts. Bu, 
Secondly, as there is a ſpecial geiles don 
in this term ee ſo there is allo in this 
term (Life ) water of Life. - * He ſhewel me 
the water of life” In that therefore there is - 
added to this word (water) that of (life) it is, 
| Ja the general, to ſhew what excellent virtue 
and operation there is in this water. 1 
AQUA vir x, water of life, or water that hath 
a health. and life 3 in Thy "mn this term ſhews | 1 | 
us, 
Firſt, © « that the t world of graceleſs 1 men are 
5 Seat 3 * John v. 21, 25. dead i in treſpaſſes and 
fas. ö li, 1. Coloſ. ii. 13. Dead, that is, 
8 B 2 e with- | 
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without life and motion God · ward, in the 
way of the. teſtament of his Son. 5 


Secondly," it alſo ſhews us, that there i is 


: not any thing in the world, or in the, doctrine 
of the world, or in the law, that can make 


them live.” Life is only in this water, Death 

is in all cther things. The l:w, 1 ſay, which 
is that that would, if any thing in the whole 
world, give life unto the world: killeth, con- Þ 
demneth, and was added that the offence might J 
abound: wherefore there is no life, either in 5 
the world, or in the doctrine of the world: | 


Kis only i in this water, in this-grace of God, 


8 which is here called the water of 5 or God's 


Ab vir z. 
Thirdly, It is allo called the. water of Life, } 
to ſhew, that by the grace of God men may 
live, how dead ſoever their fins have made 
them, When God will ſay to a ſinner live; 


though he be dead in his fios,. © he ſhall live.“ 


When thou waſt in thy blood, I ſaid unto 


thee live; a, when thou waſt in thy blood, 


I aid, live, Ezck. xvi. 8, 9. And again, the 


dead ſhall hear the voice of. the Son of God, 
and they that hear, ſhall live,” John v. 25. 
Ihat is, when he ſpeaks words of grace, 


| and mixeth thoſe words with the ſpirit and 
grace of the goſpel, then men ſhall live: tor 
; ſuch words ſo attended, and ſuch words only, | 


= YES 


, 8 VE * _— | * 
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Tax E WATER or LIFE : PREZ 
are ſpirit and life. The 0 words that 1 ſpeak 5 
, unto you, faith” Chriſt, they are in A i 
they are life, John vi- 63. | 
2 Fourthly, i in that this grace of God i is here 
h preſented unto us under the terms of water 
b of life, it is to ſhew, that ſome are ſick of that 
> 3 diſeaſe, that nothing can cure but that. There : 
are many diſeaſes in the world, and there are 
3 -allp remedies for . thoſe diſeaſes: ws: but there i 18s 
a diſeaſe that nothing will, can, or ſhall cure, 
but a dram of this bottle,” a draught of this 
I Au vITx, this water of life. This is inti- < 
mated by the invitation; let him take the wa- 
ter of life freely,” Rev. xxi. 6. chap Xxii. 17. 
And again, I will give to him who is aof 
the fountain of water of life freely,” Mark ii. 
17. This is, ſpoken to the ſick, to them dat.” 
are fis E of- that diſeaſe that only Chriſt. as a 
 «phyGclan with his water of life, can cure. 
But few are ſick of this diſeaſe, but few 
1 "kow what it is to be made lick, of this diſeafe, 
3 There is nothing can make fick of this diſeaſe, 
but the law and ſin, and noting: can cure but 
- - the grace of God by the golpel, exlled. here 
® the. water of life. | 
We come. now to diſcourſe of the 1 
"thing with which weare preſented by the text; 
and that is, the quantity that there is, of. 
. this. water of life.“ It is- a river. He ſhewed: - 3 


3 3 | £ : me: 
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ns TAE WATEIAOT LIE. 
me a river of water of life.“ Waters that are 
cordial, and that have in them a faculty to 
give life to them that want it, and to maintain 
life where it is, are rare, aud ſcarce, and to be 
found ouly in cloſe places, and little quantities; 
but here you ſee there is abundance, a great... 
deal, 2 river, a river of water of life. In wy, 
| handling of this point I will ſhew 8 
Firſt, What a river of water of life this is:“ 
edi, * and then draw ſome inferences 
therefrom.” 5 F 
I. What a river this i is; this x river rof water 
of A ab. 
1. It is a Keep - river. It is a river chat i is 
not ſhallow, but deep, with an, O the depth! 
1 will make their waters deep,“ ſaith God. 
And again, They have drunk of the deep 
Waters, Ezek. xxxli. 14 xxxiv. 48. A river 
of water of life, is much; but a deep river, is 
more. Why, ſoul- ſick finer; thou art ſick of. 
that diſeaſe that nothing can cure but a por- 
tion of this river of the water of life: here is 
* + ariverfor thee, a deep river for thee, © Thoſe _ 
that at firſt are coming to God by Chriſt for 
life are of nothing ſo inquiſitive, as of whether 
there is grace enough in him to ſave them. 
n But for their comfort, here is abundance, a- 
bundance of grace: a river, a deep river of the 


: water of life for them to drink WES 67: 1 


7 ; 7 
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ac As this river is deep, Epheſ. wit 18. Job 


Xi. 9. ſo it is wide and broad. Wherefore as . 
thou art to know the depth, that is, that it is 


1 deep: : ſo thou art to know its breadth, that 
x is, that it is broad,” Ezek. xlvii. 5. it is broad- 
er than the Text * a river that cannot be paſ- 
ſed over.“ Never did man yet go from one 
ſide of thie river to the other, when the wa- 
5 ters indeed were riſen; and now they are 
riſen, even now they proceed out of the throne: 
ef God and of the Lamb too. Hence this 


gtace is called the -unſearchable riches of 


Chriſt, Epbeſ. iii. 8. Sianer, ſick- ſinner, what. 


er thou to this? wouldſt thou wade, 
wouldſt thou ſwim ? here thou miayeſt wade, 
here thou mayeſt ſwim, *tis deep, yet fordable 
at firſt entrance. And when thou thinkeſt 
that thou haſt gone thorough and thorough 
it; yet turn again and try once more, and theu 
Halt find it deeper than bell, and a river that . 
cannot be paſſcd- over. If thou canſt ſwim, 5 
here thou mayeſt rowl up and down, as the 
-fiſlies" do in the ſea. Nor needſt thou fear 
drowning in this river: it will bear thee. up, 
and carry thee over the higheſt hills, as Noah's 
waters did catry the ark. But, 

3. As this river of water of life is deepand. 
large: ſo tis à river that is full of Waters. 


A river may be deep, and not full. A river 


A 


d = -2 
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28 TRE WATER of LIFE. 
may 'be broad, and not deep. Ay, but here 
is a river deep, and broad, and full too. Thou 
. watereſt it; thou greatly enricheſt it & ith the | 
2 of God which 1s full of water, Pſal. Ixvi. 
6. Full of grace and truth. Fill the water- 
jth ſaith Chriſt, (up to the brim.) The wa · 
ters of a full cup the wicked ifhall have, and 
2 river full of the water of life, is provided 
for them why indeed has à deſire thereto. 


4. As this river is deep, broad, and full, ſo it 0 ' 
- ill aboundeth . with water, Ezek. xlvii, 5. 4 
' Pal. cxlvii. 18. The waters, ſays the prophet, 


| were riſen. Hence the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, God 


3 . cauſeth the waters to flow: and again, and it 


all come to Paſs i in that day (the day of the 
goſpel) that the mountains ſhall drop with 


new wine, and the hills ſhall flow with milk, TEL: 


and all the rivers of Judah ſhall flow with was» 
ters, and a fountain ſhall come forth of the 
houſe of the Lord, and ſhall water the valley 
ot Shittim,” Joel iii. 18, When a river over- 
flows, it has more water than its banks can 


= bound; it has water. Behold, he ſmote the 


rock that the waters guſhed out, and the 
ſtreams overflowed, Pſal. Kxvüi, 20. 
This river of water of life, which is 1170 
ſignified by theſe waters, is a river that a · 
bounds, and that overilows its banks i in an in · 


finite and unſpeakable manner. Thus much 
f 3 N for 


! 
<* 


Tus War EA Or I 17 x. 21 


for the river, to wit, what A river of water of | 
life it is. It is a river deep, broad, full, and 
abounding with this 9 with this a and 
grace of the goſpel. | 
II. Now I ſhall come to draw ſome. in fe- 
rences from it, that is, from this term, a river 
8 water of life. INN | N 
Firſt then, 2 river is water that i is common, 
common in the ſtreams, tho” otherways i in the 
. head. This river proceeds out of the throne, 
and ſo, as to its riſe, *tis ſpecial ; *tis alſo cal- 
„led the water of life; and as it is ſuch, tis 
ſpecial ; but as it a river, *tis common, and of 
common uſe, and for common good. Hence 
the grace of God is called, the common ſalva- 
tion, Jude 3. for by the word there is no re- 
| ſtraint, no denial to, or forbiddiag of any that 
will, from the receiving thereof. 3 
And whoſoever will, let him take the water ; 
of life treely ; Rev. xxii. 17. what can more 
fully declare the commonneſs of aſthing? Yea, 
this river is called at the very head of it, an 
Open Fountain, a fountain opened, to the 
- houſe of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem, Zech. xiii. 1. And by Judah and Jerus | 
. falem is comprehended every ſoul that would 
drink of the water of life, or. living water. 
Hence this river is ſaid, to go down to the 
deſurt and to the lea,” Ezek. xlvii. 8. where all 
9 


4 
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5 kinds of fiſhes are. By ſea is meant the 
World, and by fiſh the people, and thither ſhall 
run this river of water of life. But, 
| Secondly, tho? a river, in the ftreams of it, 
is common, yet a river, as it paſſes thorough a 
country or province, will chuſe its own way. 
Iwill run in the vallies, in the plains, not o- 
ver ſteeples and hills. Twill alſo fetch its 
compaſſes and circuits; *twill go about, and 
reach hither and thither; and according to 
its courles, twill miſs, by its turnings, what 
places, and people it liſts; yet it is common, 
for that it lies open; yet it is common for all 
the beaſts of the field. There is therefore a2 
difference to be put betwixt che commonneſs 
of a thing and its preſence. A thing may be 
common, yet far enough off of thee, Epſom, 
and Tunbridge waters, and the Bath, may be 
common, but yet a great way off of ſome' that 
have need thereof, T he ſame may be ſaid of 
this river, *tis commen in the fireams, but it 
uns its own. circuit, and keeps its own water 
courſes, * He ſendeth the ſprings into the 
bikes. which run among the hills,“ Plal. cy. - 
10. Indeed he; openeth his river in ' high 
places, in his throne and of the Lamb, but {till 
they run in the midſt of the vallies to water 
the humble and lowly. Wherefore they who 
thirſt, and would drink, are bid come don 
| . = he? NEG - to 
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to the waters; Ho, every one that thirſteth, 
come ye to the waters; and he that hath no 
money,. come ye, buy, c.“ And again; 3 111 
any man thirſt, let him come unto me ne 
drink,“ John vii. 37. The waters are com- 
mon, but: you muſt come to them, to them 1 
| where they are, or you will be nothing the 
better for them. Come ye to the waters. 
' Thirdly, This water of life is called a river, 
to intimate to you, by what ſtore of the ſame 
'tis ſupplied. All rivers have the ſea for their 
original: © All rivers run into the ſea, yet the' 
ſea is not full: unto the place from whence - 
the rivers. came, thither they return again,, 
Eccleſ. i. 7. And ſo this river of water of life 
is ſaid to proceed out of the throne, as out of 
a place where it breaketh out, but the origi- 
nal is the ſea, the ocean of grace, which is in 
an infinite Deity. Thou wilt caſt all our ſins 
into the depth of the ſea, Mic. vii. 19. into 
the depth of the ſea of thy grace. Rivers, 
When they are brokem up, do with their gli- 
ding ſtreams carry away a great deal of the 
filth, which from all parts of the countries tho- 
rough which they run, is conveyed into them; 
and they carry it away into the ſea, where tis 
everlaſtingly ſwallowed up. And oh the filth 
that is caſt into this river of God! and oh how 
many dirty finners are waſhed white therein, 
of 4 REES "TY 8 for ; 
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for by their continual gliding away, they carry 
| that filth into the midſt of the ſea. © 
A river will take away the very ſtink of a 

de ad dog, nor doth all the ſoil and draught 
Which is caſt into the rivers, cauſe thoſe, who 
can, to be afraid to make uſe thereof: all who 
have need to betake themſelves to this river 
notwithſtanding. But how much more virtue 
is there in this ſweet river of grace that is de- 
figned, yea opened oa purpoſe to waſh away 
fin and uncleanneſs in, to carry away all our 
filth, and to remain as virtuous ſtill}? 
- 4 It is called a river; to ſhew that it yields 
a continual ſupply, as I may call it, of new and 
freſh grace. Rivers yield continually freſh .and 
new water. For tho* the channel or water- 

courſe in which the water runs, is the ſame, 
yet the waters themſelves are always new. 


15 That water, which but one minute ſince, ſtood 
-| this or that place of the river, is now gone, 


and new and freſh is come in its place. And 
thus it is with the river of God, which is full 
of water; it yieldeth continually freſk ſupplies, 
_ freſh and new ſupplies of grace to thoſe that 
| Have buſineſs in theſe waters. And this is the 
reaſon that when fin is 1 it ſeems as 
if it were carried away.“ Thoſe waters have 
with their continual Wem; carried away the 
filth of the ſinner from before his face. It is 

; | not 


not ſo with ponds, pobls, and ciſterns; they 
will be foul and ſtink, if they be not often emp- 
tied, and filled again with freſh water, We 
muſt then put a difference between the grace 
that dwelleth in us, and this river of water 6f 
life. We are but as ponds, pools, and ciſterns 


2 Which can hold but little, and hall alio 400 


ſtink notwithſtanding the grace of God is in 
us, if we be not often emptied from veſſel to 
veſſel, Jer. Ixviii. t i. and filled with freſh grace 
from chis river. But the river is always ſweet, 
nor can all the: filth that is waſhed out of the 
world, make it ſtink or iufect it: [t's water runs 
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with a continual gliding ſtrea n, and ſo carties 


away all annoyance, as was ſaid iato o dhe en 
of the ſex. | hee} 
5. The grace of God is called a river, to 
ſhew, that it is only ſuited to thoſe who are 
capable of living therein.“ Water, tho' it is 
what every creature deſireth, yet it is not an 
element in which every creature can live. 
Who is it that would not have the benefit of 
glace, of a throne of grace? even none but 
thoſe whoſe temper and conſtitution is ſuited 
to grace. Hence, as the grace of God is com- 
pared to a RIVER; ſo thoſe who live by grace 

are compared to FISH, for, as water is the e- 
| lement in which the fiſh liveth; fo grace is 
that which is the life of the ſaint. * there 
21 "40 _ tall 
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ſhall bo a very great multitude of fiſh, becauſe 
theſe waters ſhall come thither; for they ſhall 
be healed, and every thing ſhall live whither 
the river cometh f-. Ezek. xlvii. 9. art thou a 
ih, man, art thou a Giſh? canſt thou live in 
the water? canſt thou live always, (and: no 
where elſe but) in the water? Is grace thy | 
proper clement? the fiſh-Gicth if ſhe be taken 
out of the water, unleſs ſhe be timely put in a- 
gain; the ſaint dieth if he be not in this river. 
Take him from this river and nothing can maxe 
him live; let him have water, water of life e- | 
nough, and - nothing can make him die. 
1 krow that there are ſome things beſides | 
ach, wt: ich can make a ſhift to live in water; 
but it is not their proper clement. The frog 
can live in the water, but not in the water 
only 3 the atter can live in the water, but not 
in the water only. Give ſome men grace and 
the world, grace and ſin; admit them to make 
uſe of their lulis for pleaſure, and of grace 
to remove their guilt, and they will make 4 
pretty good ſhift, as we ſay: they will finely 
icrabble on in a profeſſion; but hold them to 
grace only, confine their lite to grace, put them 
into the river, and let them have nothing but 
river, and they die; the word, and way, and 
nature of grace, is to them as ight-bread, | 2nd 
i, ſouls can do no other but loath it; for 


3 ©. oi 


| Tas WATER: OF Luk „ 
| they are not ſuited and tempered for that cle 
ment. They are fiſh, not frogs; that canlive 
ia the river, as in their only proper element: 
Wherefore the grace of God, and fpirit of grace 
is compared to- a river, to ſhew, that none but: _ _ 
thoſe can live thereby, whoſe ſouls ned: _ : oi 
are. ſuited and fitted thereto. -_ -- 
6. The grace, and ſpirit of grace of God. 
is called or compared to a river to anſwer thoſe 
unſatiable deſires, and to waſh away thoſe 
mountainous doubts, which attend thoſe w 
indeed do thirſt for that drink. The man who 

7 thirſteth with spiritual thirſt, fears nothing N 
more than that there is not enough to quench =_ | 
his thirſt: All che promiſes and ſayings of God's 
miniſters to ſuch a man, ſeem but as thimbles 
inſtead of bowls; Pſal. xlii. 2. Iii. 1. clit. 6. 
I mean ſo long as his thirſt aud doubts walk 
hand in 3 together, There is not enoagh- 
in this promiſe; | find not enough in tht pro- 
miſe to queach the drought of my chirſting 
foul... He that thirſteth aright, nothing: bur 
God can quench his thirſt. My ſoul chirſt⸗ 1 
eth for God, for the living God? Well, what 

7 ſhall be done for this man? will his God hu- - 
mour him, and anſwer his deſites? Mark What 

5 follows, + when the poor and needy ſeek water, 
and there-is none, (and they can find none, 
when al the * ſeem to be dry, and lie 


* 
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ad bsi. 20. could quench Welt: of more 
2 IE , W471 "pat S a. ALES E 94:3 iT! than 
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: clauds which return- after the rain) * and their 


them, I the God of Iſrael will not forſake them. 
Ay but, Lord, what wilt thou do to quench 
their chirſt.? : 41 will open rivers,” ſaith he, 
in high places, and fountains in the midſt of 

the vallies, I will make the wilderneſs a pool 
af water, and the dry land ſprings of water. 

 Bebsld l here are rivers. and fountaios, 4 F 


Fool, and ſprings, and all to queneh: the Ly 


of them that thirſt for God. 
Wherefore, as I ſaid, ſach provitioa hoe the 
thirſty, intimates their fears of want, and the 


craviDg appetite of their ſouls after God, right : . 
ſpiritual thirſt is not to be ſatisfied without a: 
bundance of grace. And they ſhall be abun - 


dantly ſatisſied with the fatneſs of thy houſe, 


and thou ſhalt make them drink guts the river | 


4 ADP: -pleafures, Pſal, xxxvi. 6. 
7. The grace of God is ae to a ris 
ver, to ſhew the greatneſs of the family of 


God.“ Ile has a family, a great family, and 


therefore it is not a little that muſt be provie 
ded for them. When Iſrael went out of E- 


Fl - -gypt,and thirſted by the way, God provided 
5 . . for them a 1 iver, he made it gaſh out ot the 


rock: for alas! what leſs than a river, PG: 
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tongue fails for thirſt, I the Lord will hear 
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broad and full, and abounds, or riſes apr 
ter, ſo it Will ſaffice. | | 


| Rev. vii. 17. And thus I paſs the ſecond; and 
ame ito: th the thitd VISOR ang that ie to 
V *  thew 
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i this 4 fix hundred. thouſand N beſides v wo- 


men and children? | 
IL ſay, what leſs * 4 river cold dei it 2 


When the people luſted for fleſh, Moſes ſaid, 


< ſhall the flocks and herds be ſlain for them to 


fuffice them, or ſhall all the fiſh of the ſex he 


gathered together for them to ſuffice them 5 
even ſo could not leſs than a river fuſtain ank 


fuffice that great people: now his people in 7 


7 goſpel: days. are not to be diminiſhed but ins 


creaſed, and if they had need of à river then, 
furely now. of a ſea; but the river is deep, 5 
= 


8 The grace of God is Se to a river, 
perhaps to ſhe w of what 2 low eſteem it is with 


the rich and full. The deſtitute indeed em 
brace the rock inſtead of a ſhelter, and the 


poor and needy ſeek water, but they who can 


drink wine in bowls, who can ſolace themſelves 
with, as they think, better things, come not 


fo this river to drink ; they never fay, they 
hall die if they drink not of this water. Tis 


therefore for the poor and needy, God wilt 


lead them to his living fountains of waters, 


and will wipe away all tears from their eyes, 


3 ec. 
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ſhew. the head and ſpring: from whence this 
river proceeds, or ſpritgs. © +> un 
"> Rivers have their heads Ann e they 
ge, out af which they ſpring; and ſo accord- 
ingly we read this river! has; wherefote he 
.. faitb,”* be ſhewed me a pore river of water:of 
Re, clear as cryſtal, proceeding out of che 
throne of God, and of the Lamb. ?“ 
., God is here to be taken for the whole 
Godhead; Father, Son, and: Spirit, for that 
grace proceeds from them all: the grace of 
- the Father, the grace of the Son, and the grace 
of the Spirit! is here included. Hence, as the 
Father is called, the God of grace; 1 Pet. v. 
10, John i. 14. 16. Heb. x. 29. ſo the Son 
ig {aid to be full of grace, grace to be com- 
municated; and the Holy Ghoſt is called,“ the 
{piritiof grace. So then by this we perceive 
whence grac: comes. Were all the world 
gracious, if God were not gracious, what was 
man the better? if the Father, or the Son, or 
IT Holy Ghoſt is gracious, if they were not all 
gracious, what: would it prolit? but now God 
18 gracious, the three perſons iu the Godbead 
are gracious, and ſo long they that ſeek grace 
are provided for: for there proceeds from 
them a river, or grace like a flowing ſtream, 
indeed the original of grace to fianers: is the 
good · wil of God? none can imagine how lo- 
a Es ot ving 
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4 Nag God is to a finful man. A little of it is 


1 but they who ſee! moſt; ſee BUT xlitdeZ . 
But there is added, and of the Lamb. 


and ſuffering. Hence you have the Lamb, at 
the firſt viſion of the throne, ſet forth unto us 
thus, (i. e,) as ſlain: and I beheld, and lo in 
the midſt of the throne and of the four beaſts, 
and in the midſt of the elders, ſtood a abr 
28 it had been lain,“ Rev. We 6 oo 31. 550 
Wherefore by this word Lamb, "We Acts 
underftand; how, or by what means grace doth 


The Lamb is, Jeſus as ſacrificed, Jeſus as many 5 


now run from: the throne of God, like a rivers 


ta the world. It is becauſe of, or through the 
Lamb. We are juſtified freely by the graca 
ef God, through the redemption wich 1 is in 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom God hath ſet fortly to be a 
propitiatien through faith, in chis blood, Roms 
mi- 24. Aud again, we have redeinption 
through his blood, even the forgivencſs ofinss 
according te co the richneſs of- God:s grants K 
33 1. e 8 I 194 

For dach he: Lawb of God, by becoming a A 
means through death, of. the conveyance; ab 
grace to us, at all darken the nature or glory 
of grace, but rather dota ſet it of. the more. 
For whereia can grace or love more appear, 
than in bis laying: down his life for us? I 
Peak now of the grace of the Son. And wheres 

_ 


— 


— 
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in could che nature and glory of grace of the 
Father more appear, than in his Biving bis 
Son to death for us, that grace mighr in a way 
0 juſtice as well as mercy: be beſtowed upon 
the, world? wheretore, as he ſaith; here, that 
the river of water of life proceedeth from God; 
o he adds, and the Lamb, beeauſe he would 
bave us, while we are entangled and overcome 
with this river of God's pleaſure, not forget 
. what it coſt the Lamb of God, that this : 7221 
might come unto us. $20! 
For the riches of grace nd of wiſdom: is, 
chat grace comes to us not only in a way of 


mercy and compaſſion, but in a way of juſtice 


and equity: but that could be by no other 
means, but by redeeming blood. Which re- 
deeming blood came not from us, nor yet tho- 


rough our contrivance or advice; wherefore 


whatever it is to the Lamb, ſtill ail is of grace 
to us. Tea, the higher, the greater, the richer 
ja grace by how much the more it colt the Fa- 
ther aud the Lamb, that we might enjoy it, 
Wben a man ſhall not only defign me a purſe 
of gold, but fhalt venture his life to bring it to 
me, this is grace indeed. But alas! what are 
a thouſand ſuch ſhort compariſous to the un- 


ſearchable love of Chriſt. 5 e : of _ | 


+ The Lamb then is he from whom, by, os 


0 * whom the one” of rant come to 
us. 
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It proceeds from the throne öf God and — 
| of the Lamb. And! it proceeds from hip, nd Es 
as 2 donator; from him, not only as a means of 
conveyance,;but as one that has power to give 
grace; ; power, as he. 18 the, ſon. of man. For 
as the ſon of man, he is the Lamb; and/aslhe 
the Lamb, it cometh from nim. The fon of _ 
manu had power! upon earth to forgive _ "OY 
Mat. ix. 6. 1 Cor, i. 3. 2 Cor: i. 2. Galt 13 
and that before he had actually paid 60 Bod 
the price of our redemption. But how much 
more now.? Wherefore Paul in his prayet 
for grace and peace for W ſupplicates both 
God and the Lamb. Grace to you from 
God the Fitller, and; from! he” Lord Jeſus 
Grit Eph. 15 2 N 
Froceeding out of the Wade Formerly 
this river of waters is. faidtto come from un- 
der the threſhol4 of the houſe of the Lord; SY 
Ezek. KIvii. 1. And *tis faid again they ſhaltk 
go out from Jeruſdlem, (ig eq the houſe of Gd 
full, Zech. xiv. 8. * 92 In . that: they- are fad to 15 2 
come out from under the threſhold, it may be 
to intimate that they ran but low formerly, if 
compared to what they do now. Which 
might alfo be ſignified 6 this, * that they af 
ſued out; that which iſſues out ordinarily, 
comes but dowiy. Alſo the prophet ſaith, the 
firſt time he went. 9 the e — 
721 | : a 5 Were 
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vere but up to the ancles, Ezek. xlvii. 32 4. 
But what is ancle deep, to what followeth af - 
ter ? tis ſaid alſo to come out from Jeruſilem, | 
where I perceive, were no great rivers, to in- 
timate that as long as the firſt prieſthood, ſirſt 
temple, and ty pe were in their ſplendor, only 
the ſhadow of heavenly things were in uſe, 
and that then grace ran but ſlowly, nor would 
run much faſter, becauſe Jeſus was no: yet 
giarified, For the ſpirit and abundance of 
grace was to be given, not defore, 1 after 
his aſcenſion. | : 
Wherefore, now Jets is ade; ; now 5 
* is glorified ; now grace proceeds from the 
_ throne; not from the threſhold of the houſe. 
He ſhewed me a pure river of water of life, 
clear as cryſlal, proceeding from or out of che 
throne: of God, end of the Lamb, ' Exad, xxv. SS 


- The eue That of which- the 6 
Vas a type: : That which is called the throne 


of grace, Heb. iv. 16. And it is called the 


thibne of grace even therefore, becauſe tis 
that from, or out of which proceeds this river 
of water of life; this overflowing grace of God. 
Now it may be afked, * what is the throne of 
mace?” Iſa. xxii, 22, 23. and [ſhall anſwer, 


Lit is the humanity. of Chriſt? He is the 


ons in n e A he ſhall. be 
ö for 


* 
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foes A glorious throne to his Father's [hook] 4 


Rev: iii. 7. The fulneſs of the Godhead: dwells 
in bim bodily, and God was in Chriſt recon- 
ciling the world unto: himſelf, nor can grace 
come to men but by Chriſt, nor can God reſt 


us to our ſalvation but in him. But becauſe 


I have ſpoken of this more particularly upon 
that text, (Let us therefore come boldly - 
to the throne of grace, dc.) 1 ſhall handlers: 
here ſay no more. 8 
Only methinks it is a 3 title which 5 
| the Holy Ghoſt has given to the humanity ot 
| Chriſt, when he calls it the throne of God; 
and methinks he gives it the-higheſt preference, 


when he faith, out of thence proceeds a pure 


river of water of life; we will a little there⸗ 
fore ſpeak fomething to this word) (the tobe 
the throne of God.) 

1. A throne is the ſeat of W697 and greats 
neſs ; tis not for things of an inferior quality © 
to aſcend or aſſume a throne. - Now. nz 
j fince this river of water of life proceeds: from 

che throne, it intimates that in grace and 
mercy there is great majeſty ; for grace, as it 
| proceeds, has a voice from the throne:) And 


indeed there is nothing in heaven or eartk 


which can ſo AWE (Hoſea iii, 5.) the heart, 
as the grace of God. . * Tis that which makes 
a man fear, tis that which makes a man trem- 


<= 1 ble, 


N 
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ble, tis that which makes a4 man bow and 
bed, and break to pieces, Jer; xxxlik 9. No- 
thing has ſuch majeſty, and commanding great · 

neſs in, and upon the hearts * the ſons TOs 
2 has the grace of Gd. 

80 that, I ſay, when be ait, chat the river 
of grace proceeds out of the throne of God: 
it is to ſhew vs, what a majeſty, what a com- 
manding greatneſs, there is in grace, 1 he 

Ne of Chriſt conſtraineth us. 1455 
When Moſes went up to the mount the fir & 
Side: to receive the law, he did. exceedingly 
fear and quake. Why 1. becauſe of the fire 
and ſmoke, chick darkneſs: and thunder, &c. 
but when he went up the ſecond time thither, 
|. he made haſte, and bowed his head towards 
the earth and worſhipped.” But why? be- 
cauſe it was before proclaimed, that the Lord 
was gracioũs and merciful, long ſuffering, and 
abundant! in goodneſs and truth: keeping mer- 
cy for thouſands, faltig iniquity, * 
* lion ... 
There js nothing e che kent 
like grace, and ſo obligeth to ſincere and un- 
feigned obedience as that. Examine me, O 
Lord, ſaid David, prove me and try my reins 
and my beart, for thy loving kindneſs is be- 
fore my eyes, and I have walked in thy truth, 


Fab, xxvi. 25 ze Therefore i he faith again, O 
| Lord, 


"Ly e or Lind 


cellent glory in it, as to command the heart 
and ſubdue ſin. And therefore grace has g. 


N ven to it the title of ſovereignty, or of one | 
that reigns. The throne is called, the * throne. 


„of grace, Heb. iv. 16. that on lick it fi:s 


Vs 21. 


Secondly, as a throne i is 2 ſeat of majeſty 
and greatneſs, and ſo can awe; ſo it is tha 
ſeat-of authority, and legillative power, ang | 


ſo will awe; this 1 is confirnted from what was 


ſaid but now grace reigus. Wherefore it is | 


expected, that they who hear the word of God's 
grace, ſhould ſubmit thereto, and that at their. 
peril, | He that believes not ſhall be damned, , 
is a word-of power, of law and authority; anJ 
the contemner ſhall find it-ſo. - Grace proceeds 
from the throne, from the throne of God, and 
of the Lamb. | Wherefore, finger, here i is lail 
a neceflity upon thee, one of the two muſt be 

thy lot, either thou muſt accept of God's 


E 


grace, and be content to be ſaved freely there- 


by, notwithſtanding all thy undeſervings, and; 
| paworthinels, c elſe thou muſt be damned 


— * 


"MW. 
Lord, our God, how excellent is thy loving kind "i 
1 pefs in all the earth? and, that loving kindnef 85 
. is marvellous,” for it 575 that majeſiy and ex+ : 


and reigns, as well as that from whence it pro "7 
eeeds. Grace reigns through righteouſneſi 
to eternal life by Jeſus Chrilt « our Lord, Han | 


py 
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for thy rebellion, and for thy rejecting of this 


grece. Wherefore conſider. with thyſelf, and 


think what 18 beſt to be done. Ils it not 


better for thee to ſubmit to the grace and mer- | 


cy of God, and accept of grace to reign for 
thee, in thee, and over thee, than thou ſnouldſt 


run the hazard of eternal damnation, becauſe 
thou wouldſt not be ſaved by grace ? conſider 
of this, * ay, tor grace is now in au- 
thority, it reigus, and proceeds from the 
THRON E.“ Now, you know, *tis dangerous | 
oppoſing, rejecting, deſpifing or diſowning of 
them in authority: better ſpeak againſt twen- 
1:6 than one Who is in authority. If the 
uräth of a king, is as meſſengers of death :* | 


Prov. XV11 14 If the wrath of the king is 


|, AS the rozring of a lion: Prov. xix. 12. what 
65 the wrath of God? ? and you know to deſ- 


piſe grace, to refuſe pardon, to be unwilling to 


be ſaved from the guilt and puniſhment due 
| 10 tr eaſons, the king's way, ſince that alſo i is 
the beſt way, how will that provoke? how 
E 4 hot will that make wrath? but to accept of 


grace, eſpecially when *tis free grace, grace 


that reigns, grace from the thronez how fweet 
| is it? His favour is as dew upon the graſs.“ 


This therefore calls for thy moſt grave and 


1 | hee thoughts. Thou art in a-firait, wilt 
1 855 fly before Moſes, or with David fall into. 


the 
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as was ſaid before, muſt be thy lot; for grace 
1s king, i Is Upon the throne, and will admit of _ 
no other way to glory. In and by it thou 


pi and, if thou haſt any hope, or canſt at 


all rejoice in hope of the glary of God, Rom. * 
v. 2. 


ty and authority, ſo it is the higheſt ſeat of 
authority. There is none above the throne, 


there is n>-appeal from the throne. T here are 


inferior courts of judicature, there are under- 
governors, and they may ſometimes perhaps 


| be faulty; wherefore in ſome caſes an appeal 


from ſuch may be lawful or permitted; but- 


from the throne none can appeal. Now 
grace is upon the throne, reigns upon ts 
throne, proceeds from the throne: A man 
may appeal from the law to the throne, from 
Moſes to Chriſt, from him who ſpake on earth, 


to him who ſpeaks from heaven, but from hea- 4 


ven to earth, from Chriſt to Moſes; nous can 
appeal. Moſes himſelf has forbid it. For 

| © Moſes truly ſaid unto the fathers, a prophet 

| ſhall» the Lord your God raiſe up unto. you, - 

of your brethren like unto me, him ſhall ye 

hear i in all things whatſoever he- ſhall 5 unto 


4 


Da. 1 Fou, 


1 
the hands of the Lord? wilt thou 8⁰ to hel! 
for ſin, or to live by grace ? one of the two, 


Thirdly, as the throne i is "the feat, af meist 3 


AI 
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vou, and it ſhall come to paſs, that every ſoul 
which will not hear that prophet, ſhall be de- 


froyed enn among the Feen Acts iii. 22. 


> Res 
[4 der here, this NEW e jadpes, i in the 
higheſt court, he is maſter of grace, the throne 
dy which grace reigns; and even Moſes ad- 
its, t that from himſelf an appeal may be made 


to this prophet ; yea, he allows that men may 


flee from himſelf, to this prophet for refuge; 


but there muſt be no appeal from him. Thou 


muſt hear him, or die. How ſhait we eſcrpey 
if we turn away trom him that ſpeaketh from 
| heaven ?* Heb. xii, 25. 


— 


This therefore is to be duly weighed, wad 


deeply conſidered by us. ? Fis not a faint, 
nor a miniſter,” nor a prophet, nor an angel 
who ſpeaks, for all theſe are but ſervants, but 
1 inferiors: no, it is © a voice ſrom the throne,” 
from authority, from the higheſt authority 3 
it is the Lord from heaven. This grace pro- 

cceds from the throne; and theref re men 
muſt ſtand or fall by what ſhall come from 


hence. He who comies not hither to drink, 
ſhall die for thirſt. He who refuſes this water 


now, ſhall not have ſo much as will hang up- 


on the tip of bis finger (if *twould ſave his 
ſoul) hereafter. * How ſhall we eſcape, if we 
neglect ſo great falvation 7 ? Heb, ii. 3 | 


* 


hi 


— 


Apoſtates 


* 4, ; 


3. 6. 


* 
ä 
. 
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Apoſtates will therefore Kam hence find Ml 
griping pangs and burning coals, for they have 
turned themſelves away from this throne, and 
from the grace which proceeds therefrom; 
nor is it to any purpoſe whatever they load 
"ap themſelves. They are fallen from grace, 


and what can help them Chriſt is become of f | 


none effect unto ſuch, whoſoever they are, 
who ſeeks to be juſtified by the law, © : they 


are fallen from grace,” Gal. v. 4. 
Fourthly, the throne is the ſeat of glory. 


: (when the ſon of man ſhall come in his glory, 


and all the holy angels with him; then he 
mall ſit upon the throne of his glory.) And. 
if the throne of judgment is the ſeat of glo- 
ry, much more the throne of grace. We will 
venture then to ſay, that the throne of grace 
is the throne of God's glory, as the throne 


of judgment will be the throne: of Chriſt's glo- 


ry, and that grace proceedeth from his throne, 
that both it and he 11 have glory, glory. 


| in a way of mercy.. 


1. That it might have g * 3 chang has: 
by deſigned, that grace ſhall be effectuil in, 
and to the ſalvation of ſome; even to the 


* praiſc of the glory of his grace, herein hjge 


| has made us e in the en * i. 


=» A « £ 2 4 5 25 
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He has deſigned, not the glory of man's 


ls: but the glory of his own grace; and 


therefore has put man's works, as to juſtiſica- 


tion before God, under his feet, and counts 


them as filthy rags; but has tet his grace = - 


above, has made it a king, given it authority 
to reign, has provi ied for it a throne; and cal- 
led that throne, the throne of grace, fro n 
_ whence it alſo proceeds to its own praiſe and 
glory, in and by the effectual ſalvation of 
thole who receive it, and receive it not in vain. 


2. As grace is exalted, and made proceed i 


ont of the throne to ics own praiſes; to its own 


glory > ſo is it alſo thus exalted and made flow 


to us like a river, that we ſhould be to the 
Praiſe of the gory of him who-hath exalted 
it. We who receive it, and ſubmit - unto the 


_ throne whence it proceeds; have thereby ob- 
rained an iukeritance, being predeſtined accord- 


ing to the purpoſe of him who worketh all 
things after the counſel of his. own will, that 


we ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory, Eph. 


i. FL, 12. 80 thit this throae i is a throne. of 
glory. © A glorious high throne from the be- 
ginning is the place of our ſaactuary; now 


- what follows from this, but that they that ac - 
«cept of this grace, give glory to God, to his 
grace, aud to the word of his grace; fuck 


F 125 do give glory to God for his mercy: 
Rous 


— 


* 
. 
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Re xv. 9. they glorify God by their pro- 
feſſed ſubjection to the goſpel of Chriſt, 2 Cor- 
11 13. Which is the goſpel, or good tidings 
of the grace of God, Acts xx. 24. They with 
Abraham believe and give glory to God, Rom, 
iv. 20. and with the gentiles they glorify” the 


of the Lord, Acts xiii. 48. 
But to flight grace, to do defpite to the ſpi- 
rit of grace, to prefer our own works to the 


derogating from grace; what is it but to con- | 
temn God? to contemn him when he is on 


the throne of his glory, I fiy again, it is to 
| ſpit in his face even then when he commands 1 
| thee to bow before him, to ſubject unto him; 
and to glorify the grace of his glory. If men 


in old time were damned, becauſe they glori- 
fed him not as God, ſhalt not they be more 


than damne , if more than damned can be; 

who glorify him not for his grace? and to be 
ſure, none glority him for his grace but thoſe 
who cloſe in therewith, and ſubmit themſelves 


thereto. Talkers of grace are but mockers f 


God, but Hatterers of God. Thoſe that only 
talk highly of grace, and ſubmit not themſelves 
unto it, are but like to thoſe who praiſe a look, 


or flatter him in his own conceits. Grace 


God has exalted, has ſet upon the throne, and 
fo made it a king, and given it authority to 
* 3 and thou goeſt by and heareſt thereof, 
but 


* 


* 
* . v - 
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but will not ſubmit thy r{elf thereto, neither 
thy ſoul, nor thy. ute: Why, what is this 
more than to flatter God with thy lips, and 
to lye unto him with thy tongue? what is 
this but to count him leſs wiſe than thyſelf, 

While he ſeeks glory. by that, by which thou 
wilt not glorify him; while he diſplays his 
grace before thee in the world from the throne, 


and as thou. goeſt by, with a nod thou calleſt 
it fine thing, but followeſt that which leadeth 


* therefrom.?. tremble, tremble, ye ſinners, who 


have deſpiſed the richneſs of his- goodneſs. 
The day is coming when ye ſhall behold, and 
wonder, and periſh, if grace prevaileth not 
with you to be content to be ſaved by it to 
the praiſe of its glory, Acts xiii. 38, 39, 40, 
41. and to the glory of him who. hath let It 
upon the throne, Dan. vii. 9. 
PFifchly, the throne is the ſeat of win: 
Hence he is called the Aatient of Days, who 
fits on this throne, the throne of God. Infi- 
nite in wiſdom, whoſe garments were white as 
ſnow, and the hair of his head is like the pure 
woo), his wiſdom is ſet forth- unto us. 


* | Wherefore when we read that out of the 
* khrane of God, proceeds a river of grace, 


it is as much as to ſay, the omniſcient God, 
who moſt perfectly knoweth all ways, count⸗- 


eth i in his en, that to fave men dy grace 
18. 


— 
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is the beſt, moſt ſafe, and ſure way 8 „Ken; iv. 


16. Therefore it is of faith that it might be 
by grace, to the end the promiſe might be ſure 
to all the feed, And again forgiveneſs is act 


cording to the riches of his grace, wherein he 


has abounded towards us, in all wiſdom and 
prudence, Eph. i. 7. 8. Wherefore to ſet 


grace upon the throne, to let grace proceed 


out of the tlirone as a river, is by the wiſe 


God, the only wiſe God, counted the beſt way, 


the ſafeſt way, the way that doth beſt ſuit the 
condition of a finful man, and that tends mot | 


to the utter diſappointment of the devil, death, 


and hell. Grace can continue to pardon, fa- 
vour, ſave from falls, in falls, and out of falls. 


Grace can comfort, relieve, and help thoſe that 
have hurt themſelves. And grace can bring 


the unworthy to glory. This the law cannot 
do, this man cannot do, this angels cannot do, 
this God cannot do, but only by the riches of 


his grace, through the redemption which is in 


Jeſus Chriſt; Wherefore ſ:eing God has ſet a 
grace on the throne, and ordered that it ſhould : 


proceed from his throne to the world. Yea, 
ſeeing he has made it king, and granted to it, 


to it only, the authority and ſovereignty of ſa- 


ving ſouls; he has magnified, not only his 
love, but his wiſdom, and his prudence before 
the {ons of men, 2 Sam. XIV. 14 This then 


is | 
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is his great device, the maſterpiece of all his 
wiſe inventions: and therefore it is ſaid, as 


was hinted before, ip this thing he hath pro- 
ceeded towards us in all wiſdom and prudence. 


So then, he who comes to, and drinks of 
this water, gloriſies God for his wiſdom, praiſes 
God for bis wiſdom. Such an one faith, that 


God is only wiſe, and bowing his head, faita 


again, to God only wile, be glory, both now 


and for ever, Amen. 2 


But he that ſhali contemn this grace con- 


fronts the higheſt wiſdom, even wiſdom upon 
the throne; he faith of himſelf, I am wiſer 
| than, Daniel, than the judgment of God. 1 
could have found out a more ſafe way to hea 
ven myfelf, and had l been of God's council, 
1 would have told him ſo. All this fo horri- 


ble blaſphemy, naturally proceeds from him 


who liketh not that grace ſhould: be king on 


the throne, and ſhould proceed out of the 


throne to the world; - but ſhall he that con- 


tendeth with the Almighty, inſtruct him? he 


Who reproveth God, let him anſwer It? Job 
„ 


The text ſays, this doctrine to 8 Greeks, ta. 


the wife, is fooliſhneſs, and the preaching of it a 
\ fooliſh thing to them: but it will appear even 

then, when the concluſion of all things i is come, 
3; and when theſe viſe ones by their wiſdom 


have 


4 


TAE WATER OF L1r =. = 
have fooled themſelves to hell, that this fool- 
iſhneſs of God is wiſer than men, and the 
weakneſs of God ſtronger than mens I Cor. 1 t. 
21, 22, 23, 245 „„ | : 

Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe he was low in the 


world, is trampled upon by ſome, but he is a 


glorious throne to his Father's houſe : for 
ſince bis humility was the loweſt of all, now 
he is exalted to be the throne of God; yea, is 
made the fountaia whence grace continually 


flows, like the rivers, and comes down to us 


like, a mighty ſtream, Wherefore, I will con- 
clude this with both comfort and caution 
with comfort, and that becauſe of the Tos 
ty they are under who indeed have ſubmitted 
| themſelves to grace, fin ſhall not have domi- 
nion over you, for you are not under the law, 
but under grace.” And let it be a caution to 
| thoſe who deſpiſe. Take heed, tis a danger» 
ous thing to.affront the wiſdom of God, Now 
there is the wiſdom of God, even wiſdom 
„upon the throne. It pleaſed God, for the 
glory, of his wiſdom,” to make this the way; 
viz, to ſet up grace to reign, I have often 
thought, and ſometimes ſaid, if God will be 
pleaſed with any way, ſurely he will be 


Pleaſed with his owa. Now this is the way 


of his own deviſing, the fruit and effect of his 
own wiſdom ; ; wherefore ſinners pleaſe him in 
p that, 
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the Father the Promiſe of the ſpirit, he hath 
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that, wherein he is well pleaſed: Come to 
the waters, caſt thyſelf into them and. fear not 


drowning; let God alone to cauſe them to 


carry thee into his paradiſe, that thou ages 
ſec his throne,” 

Sixthly, the throne is the ſeat of faithfol- 
neſs, the place of performing engigements and. 
prowiſes. * When I fhall receive the congre- 
gation, faith Chriſt, I will judge uprightlyy 
Pal. Ixxv. 2. Eph. xxii, 23. that is faithfully. 
And now he has received it, and is made head 
over all things to it; and for this cauſe is he 
upon the throne from whence proceeds all this 
grace, that like a river doth flow, and glide 
from heaven into the world. This river then 
is notbing elſe, but the fulfilling of promiſes. 
© If I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come; but if 1 depart, I will ſend him unto 

fou,” John Xvi. 7. Acts ii. 16, 17, 18. This 


is that which was ſpoken of by the prophet 
g Joel, And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt 
| days (faith God) I will pour out my ſpirit up- 
on all fleſh,” &c. Now this river is the ſpirit, 
the ſpirit and grace of God, which was pro- 
miſled by the Father and the Son, and now it 
comes running from the throne of God and 
of the Lamb. For being now by the right 


band of God exalted, and having received of 


thed 


as 
. 
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| ſhed forth that which ye now ſee and hear, > 
Acts ii. 33. 1 
Behold then how mindful, how Creta beer 
faithful our Father and the Lamb of God is! 
»Tis not exaltation, nor a crown, nor a king- 
dom, nor a throne, that hall make him ne- 
glect his poor ones on earth: Yea, therefore, 
even becauſe he is exalted and on the throne, 
therefore it is that ſuch a river with its golden 
ſtreams, proceeds from the throne to come 
unto us. And it ſhall proceed to be far high · 
er than ever was the ſwelling of Jordan. 
True, it runs not ſo high now, as in former 
days, becauſe of the curſe of God upon anti- 
chriſt, by whoſe means the land of God's peo - 
ple is full of briars and thorns; Iſa. xxxii, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17. but when the tide is at the 
loweſt, then it is neareſt the riſing ; and this 
river will riſe, and in a little time, he no mare 
ſo low as but ancle deep: Twill up to the | 
| knees, to the loins, and be a broad river to | 
| ſwim in, Ezek. xlvii. 3, 4, 3. For there | 
the glorious Lord ſhall be unto us a place of 


V'Y 
\ 


broad rivers and ſtreams, Ita, xxxiii. 21. and 
there ſhall be no more curſe in the church, 
Rev. xxii. 3, 6. but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb ſhall be in it, and his "ſervants ſhall = 
ferve him without moleſtation. 


9 
% 
ns 
ws. 
. 2 


ry 


„ — = 
. a * 1 — , 
„ | 
i * : . 


i % 
r 


— = 4 P rn — — en 1 
* 1 — STS * w A. = 
, 0 2 N 2 8 = N . * 
3 1 
K. oe a, * 0. 
*. ——— : N ' l 
$f hs — Ig. — —— — ASS” A... 
' 
* 


3 "Tan War EA or LIE E. 


Iheſe ſayings, are faithful and true,“ and | 
in faithfulneſs ſhall they from the. throne of 


} 


ca 


God and of. the Lamb, be performed to the 
church. Faithfulneſs, in him who rules, is 
that which makes Sion rejoice; becauſe there- 
by the promiſes yield milk and honey. For 
now the faithful God, WhO keepeth covenant, | 


| performs to his church, that which he told her 


he would. Wherefore our rivers ſhall run, 
and our brooks yield honey and butter, Job. 
XX. 47. A. of 

Let this teach all God's people ta expect, 
to look, and wait far good things. from the 
throne. But oh, methinks, tif, throne, out, 


of which good comes like a river 'who would, 
not but be a ſubject, to it? — 


worſhip before it? But, 3 

Seventhly, a throne is the ſeat * 
Juſtice, and judgment are the habitation of thy 
throne e Pſal,Ixxxix. 14. And it is alſo from 


F juſtice, that, this river of grace flows to us; 
ö juſtice to Chit, and juſtice. to thoſe that are: 
found in him. "God declares; that he can juſt- 
1y juſtify, jullly forgive: : no if be can juſtlx 
Jun, and juſtly forgive; Rom. ili. 24. then 

can he give grace, and cauſe that it ſthould: | 


proceed to, yea, flow after us as a river, 1 John 


The river which, gaſhed out of the rock 


ig, the wilderneſs ran after, the people there; 
- where- 


o would not but | 


- 
— — 
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were ever they wandered therein. They 
drank of the rock which followed them Whi- 


ther they went, 1 Cor. X. 3, 4. He opened 


the rock, and the waters caſhed © out, A 


3 in dry places like à river, Pfal. cv. 14. 


- "This rock, ſaith he, was Chriſt, that 1s fle 
guratively, and this throne is Chriſt really, 
And the water guſſiing out of the rock, and 
following them in the wilderneſs was to ſhe 
how when Chriſt beeame a throne, grace aud 
goodn eis ſhould follow us in the wildernefs from 
thence ſo long as here we abide; Wherefore - 


David conſidering this, aid, * furely goodnets 
and [mercy ſhall FOLLOW me all the days 


of my life, and I will dwell in the houſe of | 
the Lord fot ever,“ Pal, xxiii. 6. 
But whence mult this come? The text Lays, 


Sen che throne; from che throne, the ſeat 
of jultice; for Front thence by reaſon of what 


HE hath found in Chriſt for us; he in E way 
of righteouſneſs and juſtice, lets out to us, 


rivers of his pleaſures; whoſe original is that 


great and wide ſea of mercy Which flows in - 
Kid intinite heart beyond thoughts- -- 

All is paid for both US and grace, 1 Cor. 
vi. 20. Heb. ix. 12. John vii. 30. We are 
bought with a price. He has obtained eter- 


nal redemption for us; yea, and as we are 


made his, and heaven made ours thus'. fo this 
e ES - river 
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river of grace has been alſo obtained by him 
for us. Wherefore all comes to us in a way 
of juſtice and righteouſneſs. Hence we are 
ſaid to obtain * faith through the righteouſneſs 
of God; 2 Pet. i. 1. that is, through the juſ- 
tice of Gad, and of Jeſus our Lord. Mark, 
here is the juſtice of God, and the juſtice of 
Jeſus our Lord: and we have our faith from 
the juſtice of God, becauſe. of the righteouſneis 
of Jeſus our Lord : that is, Jeſus anſwered with 
works of juſtice the demands of juſtice ; ;-and 
therefore in a way of juſtice, grace reigns and 
comes to us like a river, as is ſigniſied, for 
that it is ſaid to come unto. us out of the 
tbrone.: . 2; 158 5 
Again, grace is ſaid. t to. © reign thro? cightes 
ouſneſs unto-eternal life,” Rom. v. 21. Thro? 
what righteouſneſs ? the righteouſneſs or juf- 
_ rice of God by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. By Je- 
- ſus, Chriſt, or for his ſake. . For his: ſake, as I 
ſaid, we are forgiven, and for his fake, have all 
things pertaining to life and godlineſs, Which 
all things, come to us, through, or down the 
fiream of this river in a way of juſtice, and 
therefore it is ſaid to come from the throne. 
| © Eighthly, this throne is the ſeat of grace and 
. mercy :, and therefore it is called the mercy» 
ſeat and throne of grace. This throne turns 
all into grace, all into Werey:* : This throne 
| makes 


0 


ſuffered: to come near us, until it is waſhed in 


that water which proceeds from the. throne of 


grace. Hence aſllitions flow from graces 


grace of God through Chriſt, Plalyexix. 6 7. 


1 Cor. iii. 22. Rev. ili, 19. Heb. Nil. 5% 6% 
O grace! O- bappy church of God! Al 

things that happen unto thee are for Chriſt” 8. 
ſake turned: i into grace. \Vhey tak of the Phiis 
- loſophlier's ſtpne, aud how, it one had it, it: 
Would turn all things into gold. Oh! but 


can jt turn all things into grace? caũ it make 


all things: work together fort good? No, no, 


this quality, virtue excelleney, what hall L call 
it? nothing bas in it, but the grace which: 


reigns on the throne of grace; the river 


which proceeds from the throne of God. 


This turns majeſty, authority, the higheſt au- 
thority, glory, wiſdom, faĩthfulneſs, juſtice, 


and all into grace. Here's a throne! God let 
us ſee: it. John. had the honour to ſee- it, and 

to ſee the ſtreams, praceediug from it. 0 
| dert light! « He ihewed me a pure river: 
1 — = 
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makes all things work together for good. 
is ſaid of Saul's ſons, they were not — 
after they were hanged, until water dropped 
- upon them out of heaven, 2 Sam. xi. 10, 14. 
And it may be ſaid of- us, there is nothing 


perſecutions flow. from grace; poverty, ſick- 
neſs, yea death itſelf is now made ours by the 


” 
— » Aloe - Seeds” 
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of water of life, proceedin g out of the throne 
of n | 
Indeed, as was hinted: before; in the days 
of the reign of Antichriſt there are not thoſe 
viſions of this throne, nor of the river that 


proceedeth therefrom; now he holdeth back 
the face of his throne ; and ſpreadeth a cloud 


upon it; but the preſerving, faving benefits 


thereof we have, as alſo have all the faints in 


t de moſt cloudy and dark day. And ſince we 


can ſee ſo little, we muſt believe the _— 
and by believing give glory to God. 


muſt alſo labour for more clear ſcripture fears | 


ledge of this throne ; for the holy word of 


God is the ee -glaſs, by which we may, 
and the magnifying glaſs, which will cauſe 


us to behold with r face the . on; this 
Lord, 2 Cor. i 111. 18. 


But methinks 1 have yet laid nothdag' of 


this throne, which is indeed none other but 


N the ſpotleſs, and glorified humanity of the Son 
of God. This tbrone is the Lord Jeſus, this 


grace, comes from the divine majeſty as dwel- 
ling bodily in the Lord Jeſus. Wherefore let 


us fall down before the throne, and caſt our 
crowns at the foot of the throne, and give 
thanks to him that fits on the throne, aa to 
the Lamb for ever and ET | 


o bos 


n p „ 8 * 
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O bow ſhould Jefus be eſteemed of! the 
5 of the king is a royal ſeat, Kings x. 
20. 'Tis faid of Solomon's, there was not its 
Uke in AN kingdom; but of this i it may be 
laid, there is not its like in heaven or earth. 
At the ſetting up of this throne the angels 
flocked round about it, and the beaſts and 55 
elders gathered together to fee it, Rev. iv. 1, 
1 3, 4. 5, 6, 7, 8. When this throne was 
ſet in heaven, there was filence, all. the hea- 
venly hoſt had no leiſure to talk; they were 
ſurprized with fight and wonder, When this 
throne was ſet in heaven, What talk there Was, : 
it was as the muſic of the trumpet. 
.- £ And/behotd,* fays John, a door was open 
in heaven; and the firſt that I heard, was as | 
it were ofiaitruwps talking with me, which 
ſaid, come up hither, and I will ſhew thee f 
things which muſt be bereafter. And imme - | 
diately I was in the ſpirit, and behold A 
THRONE was SET IN HEAVEN, and | 
one ſat upon the-throne | 
This throne, was Jeſus Chriſt exalted, SET, | 
that is, lifted up, not as upon the croſs, to | 


, 
. 2 


the contempt and ſcorn of his perſon ; but as 

I aid, to the wonderment of the four beaſts, 

aud the elders, and all the angels in heaven. 

A throne was, ſet in heaven, and one ſat 

on the throne; that is God. And this inti- 
. ; Be: 4 
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mates; bis deſirable reſt For ever: for th fit, is 
to reſt, and Chriſt ĩs his reſt for ever. Was it 
not therefore well worth the ſeeing? yea, if 
John had taken the pains to go up thither 
upon his hands and knees; I ſay to ſee the 
Lord Jeſus as a throne, Tet in heaven, and the 
glory of God reſting and abiding upoa him, 
and giving out by him all thiogs, not only 
bis, word, but all his diſpenſations and: pro- 
vidences to the end of the world; and this 
blefled thing among the reſt, even a pure ri- 
yer of water of life, clear as cryſtal,” | _ 
But I leave this, and proceed to the 8 
pets laſt tbing; namely, to the nature and 
| quality of this water. * Tis faid to be pure, 
and clear, as cryſtal z and he ſhewed, WE/A-PULE 
Tiver of Water of life, clear as cryital?, I know = 
that there is/a-twofold quality in a thing, one 
with reſpect to its nature, the other with re- 
ſpect co its operation. The firſt of theſe. is 
inherent and remaineth. in the ſubject being 
as ſuch, and ſo for the molt part uſeleſs. The 
other is put forth then When it meeteth _ | 
dit matter on which it may freely work. 
to inſtance, aqua vir , the very ee 
here made uſe of, hath a quality inherent in it, 
but keep:it ſtopt up in a bottle, and then who 
wil-way faint notwithſtanding; but apply it, 


ply it = and to * as Ne need there- 
of, 


Tus Wars or LIT k. = + 


of, and then you 'may ſee its quality by the 
operation. This water, or river of grace, is cal 
led, I ſay, Tux WATER or Lir E, and ſo conſe- 
| quently, has a moſt bleſſed inherent quality, but 
its operation is ſeen by its working, the which 

it doth only then, when *tis adminiſtered, and 
received for thoſe” ends for which it is admi - 
niſtered. For then it revives where life is, 
and gives life where it is not. And thus far 
in the general, have we ſpoken to it already. 
We will therefore in this place more particu- 
larly, tho' briefly, fpeak a few words unto it. 
Firſt then; this water of life is the very ground- 
work of life in us, tho' not the ground-work 


of life for us. The ground work of life for 


us, is the paſſion and merits of Chriſt, this is 
that for the ſake of which grace is given un- 
to us, as is intimated by the text; it proceeds 
from the throne of God, who is Chriſt. Chriſt 
then having obtained grace- for us, muſt 
needs be precedent as to his merit, to that 
grace he hath SO obtained. Beſides tis clear 
that the ſpirit and grace comes from God 
through him: therefore as to the communica» 
tions of grace to us, it is the fruit of his me 
rit and purchaſe. But I ſay, in us, grace is 
the ground : work of life: for tho* we may be 
ſaid before to live virtually i in the perſon of 
— before God; 8 we are dead in our- 

ſelves, 


OY WO IEWE wan Soo doe 


— 
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ſelves, and ſo muſt be, until the ſpirit be pour - : 
ed upon us from on bighy for the ſpirit is 
fe, and its graces are life, and when that is 


infuſed by God from the throne, then we live, 


and not tilt then. And Vence it is called as 
before, living water, the water of life ſprings 


ing up in us into everlaſting life. The ſpirit 
they, and graces of the ſpirit, wbich js the ris 


ver here [ſpoken of, is that, and that only, 


Which can cauſe us to live; that being life ta 
tbe foul, as the foul is life to the body, AN 


men therefore, as was faid before, (tho? ele, 
tho? purchaſed, by the blood of Chrift) are dead, 


nod muſt be dead, until the fpiric of life from 


God and his throne:thall eater into them; un- 

til they ſhall drink it in by vehement thirſt 28 

_ parched ground drinks in the rain. 
Now when this living water is reocived, it 


: Ses up its ſeat in the heart, whence it ſpreads 
Ifelf to the wakening of all the powers of the 
ſoul. For as in the ſirſt creation che ſpirit of 

God moved upon the face of the waters, in order 


to putting of that creature into that excellent 
faſhion and haraway: which now we betrold 
with our eyes: even: ſoithe new creation, to 


wit, the making of us tiew to God, is done 


by the: overipreading of the ſime ſpirit alſo. 


For he on "as 1 1 wot 8 fittech and 
7798 a Fu \ — N 7 { . broodeth 


3 
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broodeth upon the powers of the ſoul, as the 
hen doth on cold eggs, till they wax warm 
and receive life. The ſpirit then warmeth us, 

and bringeth the dead and benumbed ſoul 
(for ſo *tis before converſion) to a godly ſenſe 

and underſtanding of ſtates. both natural and 
ſpiritual: and; this is; the beginning of the 
work of the ſpirit by which the: ſoul is made 


capable of noderffandiag what God, and him- | 


ſelf 1 is. 

And this drinking in of the ſpirit, i is rather 
ag the ground drinks in rain, than as a re- io- 
nal ſoul does through ſenſe of the want theres: 


things, ag are proper for it to the making of 


it live that life, n * the word af Gods 


called r. 
It implanteth- light; median faith, a: 
dcfices after God, hope, fincerity, and what 


elſe. is neeeſſary for the making:a-man a ſaint: 
theſe things. I ſay, are the fruits and effects off 


this ſpirit, which as a river. of water of life 
proccedetly forth of the throne of God andi of 
the. Lamb, 2 Cor. iv. 13. Gal. v. 22. 2 Tim. 
1. 7. Henee the- ſpirit is called the ſpirit of 
faith, the- ſpirit, of love, and the ſpirit of a 


ſough mind — that che Fami root and 


VT — 


— 


The ſpirit alſo gucaiſheth. the ſoul with PRO. 


* * 
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original of all theſe things by his operations 
in, and upon the face of the ſoul. 995 
. But again, as this living water, this ſpirit, ' 
and the grace thereof, doth thus; ſo it alſo 
maintains theſe things once planted in the 
ſoul, by its continual waterings of them 
in the ſoul. . Hence he faith, © I will water it 
every moment,” Iſa. xxvii. 1, 2, 3. Water 
ET; his vineyard the ſoul of the church, the 
graces of the church; and ſo the foul and 
| ran of every godly Mans 
end becauſe it ſo happeneth, ſometimes, 
chat ſome of thoſe things wherewith the Holy 
| Ghoſt has beautified the ſoul, may languiſh to 
2 being, if not quite dead, yet ready to die; 
| therefore he doth not only refreſh and water 
our ſouls, but renew the face thereof, by ei · 
ther quickening to life that which remains, 
or by ſupplying of us with that which is new, 
to our godly perſeverance and everlaſting life. 
Thus thou watereſt it; thou greatly enrich- 
eſt it with the river of God, Pſal. Ixv. 9. | 
For this muſt be remembred, that as the 
kerb that is planted, or ſeed fown, needs wa- 
| tering with continual ſhowers of the moun- 
tains; ſo our graces implanted in us by the 
ſpirit of ' grace; muſt alſo be watered by the 


rain of Heaven. Thou watereſt the ridges 


thereof abundantly, thou ſetteſt the furrow 
| hereof, 


thou bleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof, Pt.” Ixv. 
10. Hence he fays that our grates hill 
grow. But how? 1 will be as the dew 
unto Ifrael, he ſhall' grow as the lily, and caft 
forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches ſhall 


ſpread, and his beauty ſhall be as the olive 


tree, and his ſmelb as Lebanon. They that 
dwell under his ſhadow ſhall return, they 
ſhall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine, 


che ſcent thereof ſhall be as the wine of Leb. 
non;' Hol. xiv. 5, 6, 7. or as he faith | in ano · 
ther plate ; ; The Lord ſhall guide thee con - 


tinually, and ſatisfy thy ſoul in droughts, and 
make fat thy bones: and thou ſhalt be like a 
watered garden, and like à ſpring of Water 


Whoſe waters fail n * in 11. Jer. 7 


Xxxi. n 

There is beides this; Lathes: vleſing that 
comes to us by this lving water, and that is 
the bleſſing of communion. All the warmth 
which we Rave in our communion, it is the 


warmth: of the ſpirit. When à company of 


Hints“ art gathered together in the name of 
Chriſt, to perform any ſpiritual exerciſe, and 
their ſouls be edified, warmed and made glad 


therein; it is beeaniſe"this water, this river of | 


witer of life, has i in ſome of the ſtreams there- 
of, ran into that aſfembly. Then are Chrif- 
-F 


4 * - 
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thereof, thou makeſt it ſoft with: -thdwers, | 


tians 


= eV 
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tians like thofe who drink wine in bowls, mer; 


ry and glad; for that they have drank into 
the ſpirit, and had their ſouls refreſhed with 


the ſweet gales, and ſtrong wine thereof. J his 


is the feaſt which Iſaiah ſpeaks of, when he 
faith, in this mountain ſhall the Lord of hoſts 
make unto all people a feaſt of fac. thiags, 2 
feaſt of wine on the lees, of tat things full of 
marrow, of wines on the lees well refined,” IIa. 
xxv. 6. This is called in another place, © the 
Sommppion, of the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Cor. xiti, 
14. Now he warmeth ſpirits, uoiteth ſpirits, 
labia ſpirits, revives, qheritheth, quick» 
eneth, ſtrengtheneth graces; reliews aſſu- 
rances, brings old comforts to la weakens 
lutts, imboldeneth and raiſeth a ſpirit of faith, 
of love, of hope, of prayer, apd makes the 
word a bleſſing, conference a bleſſing, medita- 


.tiop a bleſſing, and duty very delightful to the 


— . — 


ſoul. Without this water of lite, communion 


45 is Weaka flat cold, dead, fruitleſs, lifeleſs; 


felt, heard or underſtood 


here: ig potiang der 


* in 4 rritha! ang beart-quickening Way -. Now 
ordinagces are burdenſome, ſins ürong,, faith 
weak, hearts s hard ; ; and the faces of, our ſouls. 


; 11 


Az, 18e. the cry. and parched ground. 
hig gripk aVao.reviyes us, when, tempted, 
whe a hck, when perfecyted, when in the dark, 


[uM nen We taint f for, thirſt... The life of re « 
ligion 


* 
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ngion i is this water of life; where that runs, 


_ where that is received, and where things are 


done in this ſpirit, there all things are well: 
the church thirſty, the ſoul thirſty, graces 
thirſty, and all is well. And this hiat I thought 
eonvement to be given' of this precious water 
of life, that is with reference to the opera · 
tive quality of it. OTH: 5 
I ſhall come in the next bine to ſoeale of 
i as to the other deſcriptions which N 
40 give us of it. 3 
Ie fays tis 1. Pure. 2 Clear,” 3. clear 


to a compariſon. And he ſhewed me a2 


pure river of water of life, clear as cryſtal. * 

Firſt, you read here, that this water of life 
i PURE, that is, alone without mixture, for 
fo ſometimes that word [PU RE] is to be un- 
derſtood- As where it ſaith pure, pure olive 
oil; Exod. xxvii. 20. pure frankincenſe; chap. 
xxx. 34% pure gold; chap. xxv. Ii, 17. pure 
blood of the grape; Deut. xxxii. 14. and the 
ke: ſo then, he Gaith * he ſhewed me a pure 
river of water of life,” it is as if he had fail, 


hing, all life; and that had nothing in it 
but life. There was no death, or deadueſs, 
er flatneſs in it: or as he faith, à little after, 
| Aud there ſhall. be no more curſe,” A pure 
m.uiver. There is not ſo much as a grudge, or 
4 L217 v8 F > - ä 


* 


| | Jr Grad: me a river of water, that was all | 


A 


lieve thou art. - 


> river in ſhew,” and a river indeed. It comes | 
trom God and from his throne in appęarances 0 
and really it comes from his very heatt. 


- 1 not io much grace in God, and that he is 
not free. of it, as ſome ſcriptures ſeem. to im- 


of their ſouls. © There is no fraud, nor guile, | 
nor ble in the e for. tho! Gad ix 
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a piece of an upbraiding ſpeech found. There 

is in it nothing but heart, nothing but love, 

nothing but grace, nothing bat life. The 

gifts and calling; of Gon ate without; ; Foperts 

tance, f Rom. Al; 29. A567 #746. mb ex - rr; 4 
Secondly, { Pure] is nen ſet i oppo- 


riod; to ſhew or appearance: as wherg! he 


fays, the ſtars are not pure,” Job, xxv. 3. 
that is, not ſo without mixture of darkukſs, 
as they ſeem to be: ſo again, if thou Waſt 
pure and vpright,” Job viii. 5, that is, as thou 
ſecmeſt. to be, qÞ as thou en n us be- 


— 


Now take Came) in che ſenſe, "rr" 4 


then the meaning is, tis grace Without deceit, 


without gaile; its ſhew- and ſubſtance is the | 
ſame ; it has nothing but ſubſtance in it; it 
is indeed what it ſeems to be in bulk ; tis a 


Ihe great fear of the tempted, is, that thats - | 


port. But this word PURE, is leveled a- 
geinſt ſuch objections: and. objecturs, for the 
deſtroying of their doubts, and; the: relieving. 


x . Pleaſed 
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pleaſed to preſent us wich his grace, unda 
the notion of a river, it is not to delude aur 
fancigs. thereby; but to give us ſome mall 
Alluſtration of the exceeding riches of his grace, 


Which as far for quantity outſtrips the biggeſt 


rivers as the moſt, mighty, mountain doth the 
leaſt aut's egg, or atom in the world. 


Thicdly, but again this word (pure) 1 13 ſet 


is opgolition to that which is hurtful and de- 
ſtructive. I am pure from the blood of all 
men; Acts xx. 26. Jam. iii. 17. Mich. vi. 1. 
| thatziss. I have hurt no body. The. wiſdom 
thatiis from above is fixſt pure, tis not hurt- 
ful. Do yol;count. them pure with the wick. 

ä rede how can that be, Race they are 


burtful? 


115 Now. take 8 in 1 ente Res Jak hank 
it, intimates that the grace of God and the. 


gochriuge of. Brace, is not hurtful. It is not 
as; wine of an. intoxicating nature, Epb, v. 5, 


Ha man be filled with it, 'twill do him no 


harms - , The belt of thiags that are of this 


ful, wige is hurtful, fllver and gold is hurt» 


ful, but grace, 15, not, burtfal, Pcov. xxv. 16, | 


N. XN. i, 4, Tim, vi. 10. Never did man 
vet catch harm by the enjoyment and fulneſs 
of the grace, of God, There is no fear of ex 
cc ar of ſufeiting here, Grace makes no 


< * 
8 
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.world.arg ſome Way; hurtful.” Honey is, hurts 
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man proud, no man careleſs,” or negligent as 
to his duty that is mcumbent upon him, either = 
from God or man: ho, grace keeps a man 
Jow in his own eyes, humble, ſelf- :deviying, 
| penitent, watchful, ſavoury in good things, 
charitable ;' and makes him kindly? affe ctioaũ- 
ated to the beurer SON and courteous: to 
all men. „ itz z nin, 
True, there are men in ne world who, * 
buſe the grace of God, as ſome are fiid t6 
© turn it into wantonneſs, and into Jaſciviouſ- 

neſs,” Jude 3. But this not becauſe goace has 

any ſuch tendency, or for that it worketh as 
ny ſuch effect; but becauſe ſich men re them- 
| ſelves empty of grace, and have only done, a3 
death and hell hath. done with wiſdom, © heard 
| the fame thereof with' their ears, -Job*zxviii, 
22. Tis a dangerous thing far a man to have 
the notions of grace, v hile his heart is void 
of the ſpirit and holy principles of grace; fot 
ſuch a man can do no other than abuſe the 
grace of God. Alas, what can be expected 
of him that has nothing in him to teach him 
to manage that knowledge of grace which he 
has, but bis fle ſh, his luſts, and luſtful paſſions 2 
can theſe teach him to manage his knowledge 
well! ? will 2 not TT 1 him en, all 


#, 5-3 % 


| baader, lach as vil ferve to cheriſh fin? 
| what 
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What [Judas did with Chriſt, that'a graceleſs | 
man will do with grace, even males itt a ſtalk- 
ing borſe to lis fleſhly and vile deſigus; and 
rather than fail betray both it and the: profol- 
Lon of i it, to FANG greateſt ends ir had i in the 
World.“ J. UDP THE ©3727 8 
And ae 1 may fays thio?: ede pure, 
and not /hurtfut at all; yet one altogether 
earnal, ſinful, and graceleſs having to do with 
the” U6drins! of it, by the force of 1s luſts. 
which- tamper” with it, he will unavoidably 
bring himſelf 'ints - the higkeſt ruins therebyy 
An unwary man may deſttby himſelf by the 
Belt of things, not becauſe there is in - ſuck 
things an- aptzeſs to deſtroy; bat becaufe of the 
ahuſe and mifuſe of. them. Some know the 
Way of: Life; 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21, 22, the water 
6f Life, by knowledge that is naked and ſpę- 
ü dtive only; and it had been better for 
ſuch if they had not known, than to know, 
And turn from what they know; than to 
dendw, and make that knowledge. ſubſervient 
Their luſts.“ Some receive the rain of God, 
Aid the droppings of his clouds, becauſe they 
ebhtiually ſit under the means of his grace. 
But alas! they receive it as ſtones receive ſhow- 
ers, or as dunghills receive the rain: they ei- 
aher abide as hard ſtones ſtill, or elſe return 


192 2 * to heaven for his mercy, but as the 
l dung. 


this water of life waſheth not, tis eyil and 


. 
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dunghills do, à company bf Kiokiag] faces 
Theſe are thay who drink in the rain ,vhich 
| comes often upon them, aad- that inſtead-, of 


brio ging forih herbs meet for the dreſſer, hriag 
forth briars and thorns: and theſe are they 
who are nigh unto N whoſe end is to 
15 burned, Heb. Vl, 75 8. in ae 

Fourthly, by this word Cound 1 underſtand 
PAs mi the chiefeſt good, the higheſt good. 
There are many things which may be called 


good, but none of them is good, as grace is 


good, Rom. xiv, 20. Gen. i. 31. All things 


| | indeed are * 0. ©) r in chem 


r are not ſo ner as | grace... i is @ 
generation who are pure, who are good in 


their own, eyes, Prov. xxx. 12. There, are 


good men, good conſciences, good works, 


good days, good angels, &c. but none ſo good 
as grace, fer tis grace which bath made them 
fo. Grace, this water of life, therefore, is good, 

ſuperlatively good, good in che higheſt degreez 
for that at; makes all things good; and pre- 
ſerveth them good. And whatever it be that 


given to the eurſe, as the prophet intunates- 
Where he:ſah, but the miry. places thereof, 
and the marſhes thereof, ſhall -not he healed, 


IS: — to lalt, Keck. Xlyüii. 11. 
But, 


ts 


— 


THE WTE or LITE. 65 
= of But who underſtands this, Who believes it? 
its goodneſs is kept cloſe from the fowls of the 
air. Men, moſt men are! ignorant of the 
goodneſs of it, nor do they care to enquire af. 
ter: the enjoyment of this pure, this good was 
ter of lie. The reaſon is, becauſe: Tho” it is 
good in itſelf,” good in the higheſt degree, and 
that which. makes all things good; yet it is 
not fuch- 2 good as is ſuited to a carnal appe- 
tite. There is good; aud there is ſuitable 
good : now ſuitable ged. is of . e ſorts ; ei- 
ther ſuch as is ſpiritual, or ſuch as is temporal. 
That which is ſpiritual is deſired only of them 
who are ſpiritual; for temporal good will 6 
tisfy a carnal mind. Now grace is 2 ſpiritual = 
gvod ; this river of grace is the goodneſs of 
spiritual. good. Tis the original life of all 
the grace in our ſouls : no marvel then, if it 
be fo little ſet: by thoſe who are carnally mind- 
$8. * Hay will ſerve a horfe and mire will ſerve 
a ow; ſo things of this life ſait beſt: with-the 
| men af this world, for their appetite is groſs 
and carnal, they ſavour not m—_ the things 
which be of the-ſpirit of God; (the things 
Which beiof this river of God) for they arè 
fodlifhneſs unto him: neither can he know. 
thetu, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerged ? 
1 Cor, zii 14. (This is the river (of oil whicts 
the prophet ſpeaks of, the river of ſpirit; Were _ /| 
C | —- bw 
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it a river of gold and ſilver, ther e would be 
odd fiſhing on the banks thereof. But it is a ris 
ver which runs like oil, ſaith the. Lord God, 
Ezele,; XXEIi. 14. This rock pours us out ri- 
vers of eil, freſh: dil, ſoft oil, ſweet oil, the 
oil of joy, the oil. of gladneſs, oil ta aneint 
the head withal, oil to make the face ſhine, 
oil by which thou wilt be made able to ho- 
nour both God and man in ſome good mea- 
ſure as become thee, Job. xxix. 6. ay xeli. 
10. Iv. 21. Ia lui. Jo. Pal, xlv. 7. Eccl None Mos 
Pal cve . Jug im. ĩ „ 
I might have enlarged upon this Wen, 9 
5 "hive! thewn you many more particulars wheres 
In this term of (pure) might ſerve for the bets 
der fetting forth of the excellency of this wa- 
ter of life, but I ſhall procecd no further upon 
ths, hut will come to that which remains. 
Secondly, as this river of water of life is {aid 
to be pure, ſo tis {aid to be (clear) © He 
| ſhewed me à pure river of water of life, clear.” 
This term has alſo its particular A N 
TO therefore. ought to be heeded... 
1. (Clear) is ſet in oppofition to ae: thetes 
ire ſome are ſaid to be clear as the fun. And a- 
gain, the light ſhall not be clear nor dark, 
Song vi. 10. Zech. xiv. 6. In both theſe 
places (clear) is to be taken for light, dy- 


| light, n 5 for indeed it is never days 
nor 


Tr a 
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nor ſun ſhine with the ſoul, until the ſtreams. 


. of this river of life come gliding to our doors; 


into our houſes, into our hearts. Hence the 
begioning of converſion is called illumination: 
yea, the coming of this river of water of life 
unto us is called the day ſpring from on high, 
thro? the tender mercy of our God, Heb. x. 32s 
Tis alſo called the dawhing of the day, Luke 
i. 78. And hence again, theſe men unta 
whom this river of water of life comes not. 


zre ſaid © to be dark, darkneſs. '.Ye were ſome- 


times, darkneſs, bur now ye are light in the 
Lord „ 2 Pet. i. 19. Eph. v. 8. Wherefore 
this water is like Jonathan's honey, it hath a 
faculty. to open the eyes, to make them that 
ſit. in darkneſs ſec a great light, 1 Sam. xiv- 
22. Mal. iv. 16. The light of the knows 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6« © God who commanded 
the light to ſhige out of darkneſs, hath ſhined 
ia our hearts to give the light” (the ſpirit that 
enlighteneth. and giveth the light).” of the 
 knqwledge'of the glory of God in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt) This river caſteth-beams where. 
it goes, like the beams of the ſun; it ſhines, 
it caſts out rays of glory unto thoſe who drink 


thereof. The ſtreams of this grace overtoox 


Pages When he was going to Damiſcus, the 
waters of this god compaſſed him round as 


bs 0 > FI bout, 
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l ix. 3. Kxii. 6. Xxvi. 13. And if 
Fou will believehim, he: faith, this ight from 
heaven was a great light; a light abbve the 
brightneſs of the ſun, a light that did by the 
glory of. ie make dark to? bim 21 gh hinge i in 
the world. 07% 3166751537 belle | 
2 2. Clear]. is et in oppoſition - to that which 
is not pleaſing.“ For to be clear] is to be 
pleaſant. Hence tis ſaid truly the light is 
ſweet, and a pleafant thing it is for the ey es to 
behold the ſun,” Eccl. xi. 7. I read of rivers 
which: looked red as blood which ſtank like 
the blood of a dead. man: 2 Kings! iits 22 23. 
but this is no ſuch river. I read of rivers whoſe 
ſtreams are like ſtreams of brimſtone, fiery 
ſueams, fixeams of burning pitch: Ila. xxx. 
but this is none of chem. There is a river be- 
ſideg all thefe, clear and pleaſaut, the ſtreams 
whereof ſhallmake glad the city of God, „Han- 
Vi. 7, 10. Ilia. xxxiv. 9. Pal; xlvi. 4. 

Theſe are the waters which the doves love 
to ſit. by, becaàuſe by the clearneſs of theſe 
Rreams they can be their pretty elves as in 5 
Slate, ang w. na. - 05 bs 

-- Theſe be the ſtreams where doves waſh their 
eyes, and by which they ſolace themſelves, and 
take great content. - Theſe ſtreams are inſtead 
(28 1 ſaid) of a looking glaſs; their clearneſs 
preſents Us: with an WE of ſeeing our 
e own 


ww 
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own features. As in fair water, a man may 
ſee the body of the ſun, moon, and ſtars, and 
the very body of heaven; ſo he who ſtands 
upon the bank of this river, and wafheth his 
eyes with this water, may ſee the 8on of God, 
the ſtars of God, the glory of God, anc the 

habitation which God has prepared for his pc - 


-- 5 4 —_ 


ple. And are not theſe pleaſant fights? is 


not this excellent water? bas not this river 
pleaſant ſtreams ? | 
3. Clear] is ſet in oppoſition to dirty water 
and muddineſs. I read of ſome waters which 
are fouled with the feet of beaſts, and with 
the feet of men, yea, and deep waters too. 
Lea, ſaith God to ſome, ye have drunken of 
the deep waters, and have fouled the reſidue 
with your feet, and they drink that which ye 
have fouled with your feet,” Ezek. xxxiv. 18, 
19. Theſe waters are doctrines contained in the 
text, muddied and dirtied by the falſe gloſſes 
and ſluttiſh opinions of erroneous judgments; 
of which the poor ſheep have been made to: 
drink, And verily this is apparent enough, 
by the very colour and hue of thoſe poor ſouls: 
for tho? the truth of God was in them, yet 
the very ſtain of tradition and ſuperſtition *' 
© miglit be alſo ſeen in their ſcales. For as the 
fiſh of the river receive, by being there, che 


changeable colours of the waters, ſo profeſſors, | 
cc what 


* 
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what doctrine they hear and drink, do log 
like that. If their doctrines are muddy, their 
notions are mu dy; it their doctrines are bloody, 
their notions and tempers are bloody: but if 
their doctrines are clear, ſo are their notions, 
for their doctrine has given them a clear un- 
derſtanding of things. 

Now here we have a river of water of life, 
that is clear, clear without dirt, and mud. 
Clear without the human inventions and mud- 

dy conceptions of unſanctiſied, and uninſtruct- 
ed judgments; yea, here you have a river the 

ſtreams whereof lie open to all in the church, 

ſio that they need not thoſe inſtruments of con- 

, veyance which are foul, and uſe to make wa- 
ter ſtink, if they receive it to brivg it to them 
who have need, 5 | 

4. By [clear] we ſometimes underſtand 

. purgation 3- or that a thing has purged itſelf, 
or is purged from thoſe foils, and imputations 
of evil wherewith ſometimes they have been 
charged. (Then ſhalt thou be clear from this 
thy oath, or how ſhall we clear ourſelves,”) 
Gen. xxiv. 8, 14. xliv. 16. Something of 
this ſeuſe may be in the text, for if men are 
not afraid to charge God with tolly which is 
intimated by (that thou mighteſt be cler 
when thou art judged, Pſal. Ii. 4.) will they, 


3 think you, be afraid to * evil to his word, 
. 1 and 


— 
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and grace, and ſoirit'? 2 no verily; they are 
bold enough at this work, Nay, more than 
this, even from the foundation of the world, 
men have caſt {landers upon and imputed baſe. 
things unto the bleſſed grace of the goſpel. 
But not to look ſy far back, Paul was one of 
the pipes through which God conveyed this, 
grace to the world: and what was he couat- 
ed for his ſo doing, but © a peſtilent fellow and 
a mover of ſedition throughout the * 
world ?? Acts xxiv. 5, 6. . 
But behold no 1mputation can ſtick on the 
grace of God, not ſtick long, for that, lis? 
honey, will purge itſelf of what filth is put 1. 
to it, and of all bad inpautations of evil men. 
Springs and rivers are of a ſelf purging quali- 
ty : now. here.we hive to do with a river, 2 
river of water of life: but a river more lin- 
dered than ever did Naaman tue Syrian il in- 
der the waters of Ifrael, in preferring thoſe af 
Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Da miſcus, be- 
| yond them, 2 Kings v. 10, 11, 12. But be- 
hold, now at laſt, when all the world have 
done what they can, aad have caſt what re- 
I Perpaches and {landers upon it they are able, 
tis a river pure and clear. It has purged it - 
ſelf before kings, it has purged itſelf before 
r and judges, aad all the Niamaus id 
WE 2: 7,711 3 
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| the world, T is ſtill a river, a river of water 
of life, a river of water of lite, clear. 7 
5. By clear] we ſometimes underſtand pu- 
rity manifeſt, or innocency and goodoeſs made 
known. (In all things you have approved 
yourſelves to be clear in this matter,“ 2 Cor. 
vii. 1) That is, you have made it appear, 
and ſtand upon your jaſtification, and are wil- 
ling to be ſearched and ſounded to the bottom 
by thoſe who have a defire to undertake that 
work. So this river of water of life in the 
fountain, and in the ſtreams thereof, offer 
themſelves to the conſideration and conſcience 
of all men, To this end, how often doth 
God, the head of this river, and he out. of 
whoſe throne it proceeds, call upon men to 
challenge him if they can, with yy evil or 
miſdoing towards them, éither by © preſence 
or doctrine;' hence he ſays? put ne in re- 
membrance, let us plead together, declare thou 
(if thou canſt) that thou mayeſt be Joined, erg 
xliii. 26. (and I condemned.) 80 again, What 
iniquity have your fathers found in me, that 
they are gone far from me, and have walked 
after parity, and are become vain,” Jer. ii. 5. 
_ So Chriſt, which of you convinceth me of ſin. 
And if I have ſpeak evil, bear witneſs the evil, 
So Paul, we have renounced. the hidden 


things of diſhoneſty, not walking i in craftineſs, 
not 
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not handling the word of God deceitfully; 
but by manifeſtation of the truth, com mend. 
ing ourſelves to every man's canſcience in the 
ſight of God, John viii. 46. xviii. 22. 1 Cor. 
iv. 2. All theſe ſentenees are chiefly to be 
applied to doctrine, and fo are, as it were, an 
offer to any, if they can, to find a ſpeck, ſpots: . 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing in this river of 
water of hfe. | 

Some men fly from it, as from a ben : ny 
| ſome are afraid to drink of it for fear it thould 
be poiſon unto them. Some again, dare not 
take it, cauſe tis not mixed, and as they, poor 

ſovuls, imagine qualified, and made toothſome 
by. a little of that which is called the wiſiom 
of this world. Thus one ſhocks, another 
ſhrinks, and another will none of God. Mean 
while, who ſo ſhall picaſe-to look into this ri- - 
ver, ſhall find it harmleſs and clear. Yea, of- 
fering itſelf to the conſciences of all men to 
mage trial, if it be not the only chief good, 
the only neceſſary waters, the only profitable 
for the health of the ſoul, of all the things 
which are in the world, and as clear of miſ- 
chief as is the ſun of ſpots. | EY. 

Thirdly, As John ſaw this river pure al 
ae; ſo he ſaw it clear to a compariſon; 
Clear, to the bei of compariſons, clear as cry- 
Lal. Cry tal is a very clear ſtone, as clear as 

3 FTT 
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the cleareſt glaſs, if not clearer; one may ſee 
far into it, yea thorough it, *tis without thoſe 
ſpots, ftreiks and {mirches which are in other 
precious ſtones. Wherefore when he faith, 
this river 1s as clear as cryſtal ; it is as if God 
ſhould ſay, Look ſinners, look to the bottom of 
theſe my cryſtal ſtreams. I have heard of 


ſome ſeas, that are fo pure and clear, that a 


man may ſee to the bottom tho' they may he 
forty feet deep. I know this river of water 
of life, is a deep river: but tho' it is ſaid to 
be deep, it is not faid we can ſee no bottom. 
Indeed as to the widenefs of it, it is ſaid to be 
ſuch as that it cannot be paſſed over: but I 
ſay, it is no where ſaid that we cannot ſee to 
the bottom: nay the compariſon implies, that 
a man with good eyes may ſ{ee'to the bottom, 
is clear, *s clear as eryſtal. So then we 
will a little look down to the bottom, and ſee 
thorough thete crylial DL what's at the 
bottom of all. 

Firſt, then, the bottom of all i is, FROM we 
might be ſaveii.? Theſ⸗ things I ſay, faith 
Chriſt, that you might be ſaved ;? and again, 
© | am come that ye might have ite; and that 
ye might have it more abuudaatiy,' John v. 
44+ x. 10. This is the bottom of this great 


kiver of water of life, and of its proceeding 


from the the throne of God and of the Lamb: 
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it is that we might be gved: it is that we 
might live. What a good bottom is here! what 
a found: bottom is here! But few deep rivers 
have good botloms, Mud is at the bottom of 
moſt waters in the world, evea the fea itſelf 
when ir worketh, caſts up mire and dirt, and 
fo do the hearts of ſinners: but the bottom of 
this grace of God, and of the ſpirit, and word 
thereof, is that we might be faved, conſequents 
Iy a very good bottom. 

Secondly, as the bottom of all is, © that we 
may be faved;? ſo that we may be ſaved by - 
grace, and thus is the bottom founder and 
ſounder. Our falvation might have been laid 
upon a more difficult bottom than this. It 
might have been laid on our works. God 
might have laid it there, and have been juſt, 
or be might heve left us to have ſaid it where 
we would, and then to be ſure we had laid it 
there, and fo had made but a muddy bottom 
to have gone upon to life. But now, this ri- 
ver of water ot life, it has a better bottom; 


(the water of life is as clear as cryſtal, loo 


down to the bottom and ſee) we are juſlified 
freely by his grace, Rom. iii. 24. Eph. ii. 5, 8. 
By grace are ye ſaved; there is the bottom. 
Now grace. as I have ſhewed you, is a firm 
bottom to ſtand on, *tis of grace that life might 

be ſure. Surely David was not here, or ſure- 
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. IF this was not thes river that he ſpake of, 


when he faid, „I ſink in deep waters where 
there is no ſtanding, I am come into deep 


waters where the floods overflow me; deliver 


me out of the mire, and let me not ſink,“ Rom. 


iv. 16. Pal. Izix. a, 14. I lay, to be ſare 
this could not be the river: no, David had 
now ſtraggled out of the way, and was tum- 


Þled into ſome pit, or into ſome muddy and 
dirty hole; but as for this river, it has a good 


1 bottom: : a bottom of ſalvation by grace, and 
a man needs not cry out when he 1s here, that 


he ſinks or that he is in —_ of n 


drowned in mud or mire. - 

© Thirdly, the bottom of all is, as I bad; that 
we might be faved by grace, and I will add, 
& through the redemption that is in Chriſt.” 
This is ſtill better and better. We read that 
when Iſrael came over Jordan, the feet of the 
prieſts that did bear the ark, ſtood on the firm 


ground i in the bottom, and that they ſet up 


great ſtones for a memorial thereof, Joſh. ii. 
17. iii. i, 2, 3. But had Jordan ſo good a 
bottom, as has this moſt bleſſed river of water 


of life, or were the ſtones wich Iſrael took | 


out thence, like this tried ſtone, this ſure 


foundation ? ? Ifa., Xxx viii. 16. O the throne! 


thisiver comes ct of the throne, and we 
| are 
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are faved-by grace through the redemption: | 


that is in him, Heb. xi. 106, We read of a 
city Which hath foundations, grace is one, 


Chriſt another, and the truth of ail the pro- 
piiets and the àapoſtles, as to their true doc- 
trine, another, &. and again, all theſe are the 
very bottom of this goodly river of the wa- 


ter of life, Eph. ii. 19, 20. 


Fourthly, there is another thing to be ſeen 
at the bottom of this holy river, and that is, 


* the glory of God; we are ſaved, ſaved by 
grace, ſaved by grace through the redemption Xo 
which is in Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory 8 


God. And what a good bottom is here. 


Grace will not fail, Chriſt has been ſufficient- 
ly tried, and God will not loſe his glory; 5 


therefore they who drink of this river ſhall 
doubtleſs be ſaved, to wit, they who drink of 
it, with a ſpiritual appetite to it: and thus 
much for the explication of the text. 

EF now come to make ſome. uſe of the 
"ANG: 25 | E564, 

Lou know our Afcotiils Pas: been at this 
time of The Water of Lie, of its quantity, 
. -head- ſpring. and quality : and I have ſhewed 
you. that its nature is excellent, its quantity 
abundant, its head- ſpring glorious, and its 5 q a-. 
1 * good. 8 Fo -. 
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Firſt, let this then in the. firſt place, be a 
provocation to us to be more free in making 
uſe of this water. here are many now a. 
days, for in venting of waters, to drink for the 
health of the body; ard to allure thoſe who 
are ill, to buy, they will praiſe their waters 
beyond their worth, Lea, and if they be 
belpful to one perſon in a hundred, they make 
as if they could cure every one. Well here 
vou have the great phyſician himſelf with h's 


Water, and he calls it the water of life, water 


of life for the ſoul-; this water is PRO BATUM 
EST, It has been proved times without num 


ber: it never fails, but where *tis not taken. 


No diſeaſe comes amiſs to it, it cures blindaeſs, 
deadueſs, deaf nes, dumbneſs. It makes the 
| Taps of them who. are zlleep to ſpeak:“ Acts 

- XXVi. 18. IIa. v. 4, 5. Song vii. 9. This is 
che right holy water (all other is couaterfeit) 


it will drive away devils and fpirits, twill cure 


inchantments, and witchcrafts, it will heal the 
mad and lunatic: it will cure the molt deſpe- 
rate inclatcholy, it will diffolve doubts, and 
miſtruſts, though they are grown as hard as 
ſtone in the heart: Gal. iii. 1, 2, 3» Mar. xvi. 
17s 18. Ezek. XxXxAVi. 20. Col. iv. 6. Ezek. 
vi. 25. It will make you ſpeak well, it 


w 


it will make you have 2 whit e ſoul, and that 


is: better than to have a White ſkin. It will 


FO | make 


6 


Þ thus do, will receive endleſs life, and the com- 


HK 


make you taſte well, it will make you diſreliſh 


who take this water ſhall live longer than old 


to you, be more free in making uſe of this 


ſomeſt water in the world, you may take it at 


continuance : conſequently they will be remo- 


humours are more tough and churliſh, it will 
" thew itfelt ſtronger of operation, for there f is. 


we * throw the houſe out of the windows,” 
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all hurtful meats ; it will beget in you a good 
appetite to that Kiehn 15 good; Iſa. xxx. 22, 
twill remove obſtructions i in the ſtomach and 


liver: it will cauſe what you receive of God's 


bread, to turn to nouriſhment and make good 
blood, In a word, it preſerveth life : they 


Methuſalem; ; and yet he lived a * while, 
Gen. v. 27. 
Wherefore let me continue my ext | 


water, Matth. xx. 25 4, 8,8. Tis the whole- 


the third, ſixth, ninth, or eleventh hour, but 
to take it iu the morning of your age is beſt, 
Eccl. xi. f, 2, 3, 4. for then diſeaſes have not. 
got ſo great a head as when they are of long . 


ved with far .more.eaſe : belides, thoſe who 
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fort of it betimes 3 ; and that you know i is a 
, double life to one. 


This water gently purges; and yet more 
en than any others. True, where bad 
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no diſeaſe can be too hard for it. It will, as 
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but will rid us of the plague of thoſe moſt 
deadly infections which otherwiſe will be ſure 
to make ſleep in death, and bring us with the 
_ . multitude down to hell. But *twill do us no 
hurt, it only breaks our ſleep in ſecurity, and 
brings us to a more quick apprehenſion of the 
plague of our heart and flelk, It will, as 1 
Taid before, provoke to appetite, but make'us 
only long after that which is wholeſome. (If 
any alk why I thus allegorize, I anſwer, the 
text leadeth me to it.) | 
Secondly, I adviſe therefore in the next | 
Place that thou get thee a dwelling place by 
theſe waters, the beloved of the Lord ſhall 
dwell in ſafety by him, and the Lord ſhall co- 
ver him all the day long,” Deut. xxxii. 12. 
II thou aſk where that dwelling is? I anſwer, 
in the city of God, in, and among the taber- 
nacles of the Moſt High. This river comes 
from the throne, to water the city of. God ; 
and to that end it is ſaid to run in the 15808 
of the ſtreet of it, Rev. xxii - 2. If ye will 
enquire, return, come.“ The ſeed alſo of his 
ſervants ſhall inherit it, and they who love 
his name ſhall dwell therein,” Pal. Ixix. 34. 
35, 36. Get thee a dwelling in Jeruſalem, in 
the midſt of Jeruſalem, and ben thou wo be | 


ſeated * this river. 
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a old times the ancients had. their habita- 5 
tions by the rivers 5 yea, we read of Aroer 


which ſtood. upon the brink of the river Ar- 
non, Joſh. xii. 9. Balaam alſo had his dwel- 


ling in his- city Pethor, by the river of the 
land of the children of his people.” Oh, by a 


river fide is the pleaſanteſt dwelling in the 
world, and of all rivers, the river of water of 
life is the beſt. They who dwell there, ſhall 


not hunger nor thirſt, neither fhall the heat of 
the ſun ſmite them, for he who hath mercy  ' 
on them ſhall lead them, even by the ſprings 
of water ſhall he guide them, Ila. xl IX. 10. 
Pſal. i. 3 « Jer. xvii. 8. Trees planted by the 


_ rivers, 5 which ſpread out their roots, they 


bring forth their fruit in their ſeaſon. And | 
the promiſe 1s that. men that take up cheir- 
dwellings by this river of water of Wits: ſhall - 


be fruitful as ſuch trees. 


If thou be'ſt a chriſtian, thou haſt more 


than an ordinary call, and occalioa to abide 
by theſe waters, thy things will not grow but 
by theſe waters. Weeds, and the excellencies 


of moſt men, we may find in the barren wil 


derneſs, they grow under every hedge; but 
thine are garden, and fo choice things, and 
1 will not thrive without much water of God!s 


* dwell therefore here, that thy foul. way | 


be as a watered garden, Jer. xzxt, 1 


* 


I u E WATER or LI IE. "85 0 


0 Tur or De. | 
1 XK» f, 2, 3. And when thou ſeeſt how thoſe 
who are loth to die, make proviſion at Tun- 
bridge, Epſom, the Bath, and other places, 


and what houſes they get that they may have 


their dwellings by thoſe waters, then do thou 
_ conſider of thy ſpiritual diſeaſe; and how no- 
| thing can cure thee but this bleſſed water of 
life: be alſo very deſirous to have a dwelling 
place in Jeruſalem, that thou mayeſt always be 
nigh to theſe waters. Be often alſo in water- 
ing thy plants with thefe waters. I mean, the 


' bleſſed graces of God in thy ſoul, then Malt 


thou grow and retain thy greenneſs, and prove 
5 thyſelf to be a diſciple indeed. And herein 
is God, thy Father glorified, that thou bear 
much fruit, John. xiii. 8. 

Thirdly, bleſs God for providing for man 
ſuch waters. Theſe only can make vs live; 
all others come out of the dead ſea, and do 
- Kill : there is no living water but this. I ſay, 
ew thy acceptation of it with thaokſgiving, 
2. Cor. ix. 14, 15. how ſhouid we bleis God | 
for- this unſpeakable gift. This is ſoul life, {| 
life againſt ſin, Vie from fin; life againſt the 
- curſe, life beyond hell, bey ond deſert, beyond 
thought, bey ond deſires. Life that's pleaſing,” 
life that's profitable, life everlaſting. Oh my 
- brethren !_ bleſs God! who doth. good, and 


—__ us ſuch rain, filling our hearts with food 
| and. 
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and gladnefs. When Moſes would take the 
heart of Iſrael, and took in hand to raiſe up 
their ſpirits to thankfulneſs, he uſed to tell 
them that the land which they were to go to, 
Was a land which God cared. for, and whica 9 
Was watered with the dew of- heaven. Yea, "EY 
a land of brooks of water, of fountains and 
deeps which ſpring out of the valleys and hills; 
a land which flo ved with milk and honey, © 
3 is the glory of ail lands,” Deut, viii 6, 
| Exod. Lt, 8. xiil. 15. Lev. xx. 24. 
en xiv. 8. But yet in his Jeſcriptioa he 
makes no mention of a river of water of life: 
2 river the ſtreams whercof mak : glad the city "Y 
P "= 
This river is the. runaing out of God's 
1 the letting out of his very bowels, for 
Gad is the living God. This is his heart and 
{ - foul. Lea, I will rejoice over them to do 
| them good, and 1 will plant them in this land 
aſſuredly, with my whole heart, and with my 
whole ſoul, Jer. xxii, 41. I ſay if ever God's 
heart and ſoul appeared, it ſhewed itſelf 14 
giving this water of life: aud the throne from 
whence it proceeds. Wherefore there is all the 
reaſon of the world that in the reception of it, 
thy heart and foul. ſhould run out and flow - 
after him in thank. Swing. See how David vords 
it, Pial. ciii. 1, 2, 3» 4, 5» and do like wiſe. 
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) - Fourthly, by the characters which are given 
& this water of life, thou art capacitated to 
B judge, when a notion, a doctrine, an opinion 
comes to thine ears, whether it is right good, 
and wholeſome, or how. This river is pure, 
is clear, is pure and clear as cryſtal. Is the 
_ doarine offered unto thee ſo? or is it muddy 
and mixed with the doctrines of men? look 
man and ſee if the feet · marks of the worſhip- 
pers of Bell be not there; and if the waters 
be not fouled thereby. What water is fouled, 
is not the water of life, or at leaſt not the wa - 
ter of life in its clearneſs. Wherefore if thou 
ſindeſt it not right, go up higher to the ſprings 
bead, for always the nearer to the ſpring, tbe 
more pute and clear is the water. Fetch then 
thy doctrine from afar, if thou canſt not have 
it good ncarer hand, Job xxxvi. 3. Thy life 
"lien at ſtake, the- counterfeit of things is dan- 
gerous, every body who is aware, is afraid 
thereof. Now a counterfeit here is moſt dan- 
gerous, is moſt deſtructive, wherefore take heed 
how you hear what you hear, for, as I ſaid be- 
tore- of the fiſh, by your colour *twill be ſeen 
what waters you ſwim in;  wherefore look 
you well to yourſelves. * 
Fifthly, doth this water of life run like a 
river? like a broad, full, and deep river? then | 
| let no man, be his tranſgreſſions never ſo Mas | 
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ny, fear at all, but there is enougli to ſave his 
ſoul, and to ſpare, Nothing has been more 
common to many, than to doubt of the grace 
of God; 2 thing the moſt unbecoming a ſin- 


3 


ner of any thing in the world. To break the 


law is a fact foul enough; but to queſtion the 
ſufficiency of the grace of God to ſave there- 
from, is worſe than fin, if worſe can be. 
Wherefore, deſpairing ſoul, for *tis to thee T _ 
ſpeak, forbear thy miſtruſts, caſt off thy ſlaviſh_- 
| fears, hang thy miſgivings as to this upon the . 
| hedge; avd believe, thou haſt an invitation 
Auflicient thereto, a river is before thy face. 
And as for thy want of goodneſs and works; 
let that by no means daunt thee, this is a river 
of water of life; ſtreams of grace and mercy. 
There is as I ſaid enough therein to help thee, 
for grace brings all that is wantiag to the ſoul. 
1hou therefore haſt nothing to do, I mean as 


to the curing of thy ſoul of its doubts and 


fears, and deſpairing 4 but to grink 
and live for ever.. | 
Sixthly, but what is all this to the deb : 


world? to them that love to be dead? they 


| ſhittle cocks in the air, till their foot Lips, and 
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\ \ they thewſclves deſcend into the We 5 
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toſs their vanities about, as the boys toſs their 
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